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The President’s Radio Address 


December 3, 2005 


Good morning. Earlier this week, I visited 
Arizona and Texas to observe firsthand our 
efforts to protect our Southwest border. And 
I met with customs and border protection 
agents who are working tirelessly to enforce 
our laws and keep our borders secure. 

Illegal immigration and border security are 
issues that concern Americans. We’re a na- 
tion built on the rule of law, and those who 
enter the country illegally break the law. In 
communities near our border, illegal immi- 
gration strains the resources of schools, hos- 
pitals, and law enforcement. And it involves 
smugglers and gangs that bring crime to our 
neighborhoods. Faced with this serious chal 
lenge, our Government's responsibility is 
clear: We're going to protect our borders 

Since I took office, we’ve increased fund- 
ing for border security by 60 percent, and 
our border agents have caught and sent home 
more than 4.5 million illegal immigrants, in 
cluding more than 350,000 with criminal 
records. Yet we must do more to build on 
this progress 

This week I outlined my comprehensive 
strategy to reform our immigration system 
The strategy begins with a three-part plan 
to protect our borders. First, we will prompt 
ly return every illegal entrant we catch at our 
border with no exceptions. For illegal immi 
grants from Mexico, we are working to ex- 
pand an innovative program called interior 
repatriation, in which those caught at the 
border are returned to their hometowns far 
from the border, making it more difficult for 
them to attempt another crossing. For non 
Mexican illegal immigrants, we’re changing 
the unwise policy of catch-and-release to a 
policy of catch-and-return, and we're speed- 
ing up the removal process 

Second, we must fix weak and unnecessary 
provisions in our immigration laws, including 
senseless rules that require us to release ille- 
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gal immigrants if their home countries do not 
take them back in a set period of time 

Third, we must stop people from crossing 
the border illegally in the first place. So we're 
hiring thousands more Border Patrol agents. 
We're deploying new technology to expand 
their reach and effectiveness, and we’re con- 
structing physical barriers to entry. 

Comprehensive immigration reform also 
requires us to improve enforcement of our 
laws in the interior of our country, because 
border security and interior enforcement go 
hand in hand. In October, I signed legislation 
that more than doubled the resources for in- 
the 
number of immigration enforcement agents 
and criminal investigators, enhance worksite 


terior enforcement, so we'll increase 


enforcement, and continue to go after smug- 
glers, gang members, and human traffickers. 
Our immigration laws apply across all of 
will enforce those laws 
throughout our land. 


America, and we 

Finally, comprehensive immigration re- 
form requires us to create a new temporary- 
worker program that relieves pressure on the 
border but rejects amnesty. By creating a 
legal channel for willing employers to hire 
willing workers, we will reduce the number 
of workers trying to sneak across the border, 
and that would free up law enforcement offi- 
cers to focus on criminals, drug dealers, ter- 
rorists, and others who mean us harm. 

This program would not create an auto- 
matic path to citizenship, and it would not 
provide amnesty. I oppose amnesty. Reward- 
ing lawbreakers would encourage others to 
break the law and keep pressure on our bor- 
der. A temporary-worker program will re- 
lieve pressure on the border and help us 
more effectively enforce our immigration 
laws. 

Our Nation has been strengthened by gen- 
erations of immigrants who became Ameri- 
cans through patience, hard work, and as- 
similation. In this new century, we must con- 
tinue to welcome legal immigrants and help 


181] 





1812 


them learn the customs and values that unite 
all Americans, including liberty and civic re- 
sponsibility, equality under God, 
for others, and the English language. 
coming months, 


tolerance 

In the 

I look forward to working 

with Congress on comprehensive immigra- 

tion reform that will enforce our laws, secure 

our border, and uphold our deepest values. 
Thank you for listening. 


Norte: The address was recorded at 7:03 a.m. on 
December 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
3. The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 2 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span- 
ish language transcript of this address. 


Remarks at the Kennedy Center 
Honors Reception 
December 4, 2005 


Please be seated. Thanks for coming, and 
welcome to the White House. The annual 
reception for the Kennedy Center Honors 
is always a memorable event, and Laura and 
I are happy you all could join us. We extend 
a special we ‘Icome to this year’s honorees and 
to their families and friends. 

The Kennedy Center Honors are pre- 
sented for exce ptional accomplishment in the 
pe rforming arts. Once again, the Center has 
selected five extraordinary Americans for this 
high distinction. Each of these honorees, in 
a lifetime of achievement, has set a standard 
of excellence that is admired throughout the 
world. All of them have earned a unique 
place in the cultural life of the United States 
and a special respect among their fellow 
Americans. 

The first Kennedy Center Honors were 
presented in 1978 to a group that included 
the eminent 


choreographer, George 
Balanchine. 


And on that stage that evening, 
dancing in tribute was the great Suzanne 
Farrell. Together, Balanchine and Farrell 


gave the world of ballet one of the rarest 


and most successful collaborations in history. 
He created masterpieces just for her, and no 


one epitomizes the style and grace of 
Balanchine choreography as much as Su- 


zanne Farrell. 
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She first came 
cinnati. 


New York from Cin- 
And only after a year at the American 
School of Ballet, she made her professional 
debut in 1961. 
circulate there was something new—some- 
one new, someone very special at the New 
York City Ballet. When she took the 
as Dulcinea in Don Quixote, she became a 
sensation. In that performance, a reviewer 
said, Suzanne Farrell was “absolutely flaw- 
less, technically impeccable, light as a bub- 
ble, perfect in line and style.’ 

In hundreds of pe srformances over a 28- 
year period, Suzanne Farrell never 
known to de *part from that standard. This was 
a ballerina who had it all, grace, strength, 
and the ability to act, turn, and jump with 
perfection. During classes, Balanchine often 
coached dancers with three words: “Do like 
Suzanne.” { Laughter] 

In performances as diverse as “Agon,” 
“Theme and Variations,’ “Scotch Sym- 
phony,” and “Clarinade,” she had a mesmer- 
izing effect on her audiences. Watching her 
was said to be “one of the sublime theatrical 
experiences of an era.” One admirer said that 
Suzanne was a dancer who “made audiences 
sweat.” This remarkable lady is now guiding 
a new generation of dancers as the leader 
of the Suzanne Farrell Ballet. 

In the words of one of her dancers, 
zanne 


Before long, word began to 


stage 


was 


Su- 
You want to give her 
everything you have bec: ause she meets you 
each ste Pp of the way.” She does this every 
day with the spirit and the patience and the 
kindess of a truly lovely woman. She is widely 
appreciated as the greatest ballerina this 
country has produced, and the United States 
of America is proud to honor Suzanne 
Farrell. 

Julie Harris discovered very early in life 
she loved to act, and the world diac red 
that she was better at the craft than almost 
anyone else. Fifty years ago, when her beau- 
tiful face was on the cover of Time M: iwazine, 
the story inside offered the confident and ac- 
curate prediction that she would be a star 
‘for the rest of her life.” 

Julie Harris has excelled in every forum 
she has attempted, from historical drama to 
tragedy, to musical comedy, to Shakespeare. 
She is known for one of the most hz iuntingly 
loving—lovely \ theater, 


“inspire S you. 


voices in and she 
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stands nearly alone in the depth and range 
of her talent. She became a star on Broadway 
at age 24, playing a 12-year-old girl in “The 
Member of the Wedding,” and was nomi- 
nated for an Oscar when she played the same 
role for film. Whatever age or personality or 
struggle the role calls for, Julie Harris can 
fill it, with meaning and feeling and complete 
believability. She has thrilled audiences as St 
Joan of Are and Mary Todd Lincoln 
Florence Nightingale, Queen Victoria, 
Emily Dickinson. 


and 
and 


Her greatest admirers, perhaps, are her 
fellow actors. Boris Karloff said Julie “is al- 
ways in complete control of herself, just as 

fine pianist is always the master of his 
music.” The pioneer Ethel 
Barrymore, put it even more simply. She 
said, “The girl can do anything.” [Laughter] 

The most respected actress in American 
theatre five Tony Awards 
more than any other performer—plus a Spe- 
cial Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in the Theatre. She has also won a Grammy 


screen 


has received 


and three Emmys and has appeared in many 
television plays and motion pictures. In her 
career, Julie Harris has starred with Robert 
Redford, George C. Scott, Lauren Bacall, 
Shelley Winters, and Sir Lawrence Olivier. 
She’s the girl who appeare “d opposite James 
Dean in the “East of Eden. 

Julie sie has been called Broadway's 
“tiniest tower of strength,” 


a woman of deep 
intelligence and discipline. She is known, as 
well, for her gentle spirit. As one stage man 
ager put it, Julie Harris is 
one loves her.’ 


‘an angel—every- 
the 


voice 


It's hard to imagine 
American stage without the face, the 
and the limitless talent of Julie Harris. She 
has found happiness in her life’s work, and 
we thank her for sharing that happiness with 
the whole world. 

There was a time when Robert Redford 
thought his life’s work might be as a baseball 
player. [Laughter] Well, he went to college 
on an athletic scholarship, but his interests 
soon turned to the arts and eventually to act- 
ing. Years later, when he was hitting home 
runs as the character, Roy Hobbs, a reviewer 
of the film said this: “Robert Redford 
minds those who need reminding that he is 
one of the perfect male film stars, extraor- 


dinarily handsome, effortlessly fascinating, 
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and enormously talented. His role here gives 
us ample chance to see another kind of ‘nat- 
ural’ in his element.” 

For decades, Robert 
Redford has been one of America’s 
watchable and credible actors. 

appearances 
Broadway, 


more than four 
most 
From early 
and televised plays and on 
he moved easily into the film and 
into film history. We all remember his finest 
dramatic roles, with Barbra Streisand in “The 
Way We Were,” with his notebook in “All 
The President's Men,” on the election trail 
n “The ¢ and in the Utah wilder- 
ness as “Jeremiah Johnson.” 
Newman in 


candidate,” 
Paired with Paul 
legendary films, Robert 
Redford also proved to be an actor with flaw- 
less comic timing, and he earned an Oscar 
1 “The Sting.” 

In his c: ape acity to grow and to excel as an 
artist, 
limitations. 


two 


nomination for his role it 


Robert Redford has shown very few 
In 1980, he decided to try work- 
ing behind the camera. The result was “Ordi- 
nary People,” and it won him the Oscar for 
Soon afterward, he 
founded a workshop for independent Amer- 
ican filmmakers at Sundance, which has done 
so much to encourage and teach emerging 
filmmakers. 


best actor [director] ° 


Robert Redford is a public-spirited man, 
He 
_ and he’s not afraid 
to tell people. [Laughter] Over the years, he’s 
had a strong influence on public policy. 
[Laughter] And it doesn’t hurt—{laughter}- 
and it doesn’t hurt that he’s quite a char- 
ismatic guy. [Laughter| One time, he found 
himself speaking in front of a group of people 
in a profession he didn’t think too much of. 
So he stepped to the mike and gave them 
a piece of his mind. When he finished, one 
of the people that he had just scolded rushed 
right up and said, “Did you really make the 
off the cliff in ‘Butch 
| Laughter] 

When Robert Redford speaks, you hear 
more than an actor or director. You hear the 
voice of an active, passionate, committed cit- 
izen. His family can be proud that this man 
they love is one of the most familiar faces 
one of the biggest names in 


a Westerner who cares about the issues. 
knows what he believes 


Cassidy’?” 


in the world, 


° White House correction 
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movies, and an alltime favorite of his fellow 
Americans. Congratulations. 

Tina Turner’s life began in Tennessee in 
a town called Nutbush. [Laughter] I’ve never 
been there, but—|{/laughter|—I've passed a 
few sign wavers who apparently want me to 
know about it. [Laughter] As a girl, she 
worked in the cotton fields and sang in the 
church choir. In her amazing journey, Tina 


Turner went on to sell tens of millions of 


records and earned a place in the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. 

She’s written music classics and a best- 
selling book. And a movie about her life was 
nominated for two Oscars. As a performer, 
Tina Turner is known to “transcend age, gen- 
der, race, and social status.” On one of her 
tour stops in Texas, a concert reviewer de- 
scribed an audience that included “college 
students, and biker chicks wearing jeans and 
leather vests, ten-gallon-hat-wearing cow- 
boys, and finger-snapping grandpas.” 
[Laughter] Everyone was there for the same 
reason—to see one of the greatest live enter- 
tainers ever to come out of the United States. 

Tina Turner, it has been said, “commands 
that stage with the sheer force of her full- 
throttle voice and magnetic presence.” Peo- 
ple stand in wonder at the natural skill, the 
energy and sensuality, and the most famous 
legs in show business. [Laughter] Behave 
yourself. [Laughter] 

Her voice has been described as com- 
bining “Otis Redding’s husky break and 
James Brown’s growl with some of Aretha 
Franklin’s soaring cadences.” She moves bet- 
ter and faster than dancers less than half her 
age; she does it all in four-inch high heels. 
[Laughter] 
in the “Ike and 
Tina Turner Revue.” She made music history 
with a rendition of “Proud Mary” that no art- 
ist could ever hope to match. It won the 
Grammy and still wins her fans. 

In the 1970s, the brave lady had to start 
over again, on her own. It was a hard time. 
All she owned in the world was her stage 
name and her God-given talent. These, com- 
bined with her persevering character, led to 
a phenomenal solo career. A single album, 
“Private Dancer,” sold more than 12 million 
copies, and the year it was released won her 


She first became a star 


three Grammys. She has produced a string 
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of hits that are familiar across the world, in- 
cluding “What's Love Got To Do With It?” 
and “Simply The Best.” She has played be- 
fore some of the largest concert crowds ever 
assembled, and each time, eye is 
trained on the stage, not wanting to miss a 


every 


single note or a single move by this electri- 
fying artist. 

' There’s nobody quite like Tina Turner, 
and in the are of her life, there is so much 
to admire—the incredible musical gifts, the 
inner strength, and the moral courage. She’s 
a woman of achievement and elegance and 
class. And it’s an honor to welcome you to 
the White House. 

Tony Bennett once said, “What I try to 
do is give a performance and have everybody 
say, ‘God, I love that song.’ ” Well, he’s 
known that satisfaction throughout his ca- 
reer. When you hear the title of a Tony Ben- 
nett song, all at once you can hear the man 
singing it—“Fly Me To The Moon,” “The 
Good Life,” “The Best Is Yet To Come,” 
“Just In Time.” 

This son of New York made his singing 
debut as a little boy in 1936, standing beside 
Mayor LaGuardia at the opening of the 
Triborough Bridge. Much time has passed, 
and at this point, the Triborough Bridge is 
showing some age. [Laughter] The little boy 
who sang that day is still looking pretty good. 
| Laughter} 

Perhaps his biggest professional break 
came in the late 1940s, when he was opening 
for Pearl Bailey in Greenwich Village, and 
she introduced him to Bob Hope. When he 
learned this young man’s name was Anthony 
Dominick Benedetto, Mr. Hope said, “That's 
too long for the marquee, let’s simplify it and 
call you Tony Bennett.” 

Soon he was one of the great nightclub 
singers, performing through the years with 
the likes of Duke Ellington and Count Basie 
and appearing on the “Tonight Show” as 
Johnny Carson’s first guest. When Tony re- 
corded “I Left My Heart In San Francisco,” 
he won his first Grammy, and the song took 
him from the clubs to Carnegie Hall. From 
that day to this, he’s been playing to sellout 
crowds. He’s won a total of 11 Grammys and 
a lifetime achievement award. 

And it’s a symbol of his endurance that 
this man who was making records when 
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Harry Truman lived in the White House has 
become a favorite of the MTV generation 
As one newspaper declared, “Tony Bennett 
has not just bridge -d the generation gap, he 
demolished it.” [Laughter] The vocal style 
and interpretive skill of Tony Bennett are 
without equal. And no other singer is held 
in higher regard by his fellow entertainers 
B.B. King once said, “To be near him is a 
highlight of my life. 've met two Presidents 
in office; I've met the Pope, Pavarotti—and 
Tony Bennett.” [Laughter] Frank Sinatra de- 
clared that Tony Bennett was the best singer 
in his lifetime. 

His vocal talent and love for music came 
from his dad, John Benedetto, who passed 
away when Tony was 10 years old. In his 
memoir, Tony writes that John was a “very 
poetic man, full of love and warmth, 
sang with a gentle, sensitive voice I can still 
hear.” Tony’s mom, Anna, undoubtedly saw 
those same qualities in her son. He called 
her, “my one guiding star.” And in a long 
life, Anna watched her boy rise to the top 
and remain there. 


who 


Tony Bennett is also a very talented paint- 
er whose work is widely exhibited and ad- 
mired. He’s a deeply committed humani- 
tarian. He’s a man of character who served 
in the U.S. Army in World War II, and he 
marched for civil rights with Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Of his career, Tony Bennett has said, “The 
audience has been beautiful to me.” And the 
sentiment is entirely mutual. Everybody likes 
the man. He’s been aptly described as “the 
kind of celebrity who cabdrivers call by his 
first name.” We're joyful that he remains a 
friendly presence in American life, an enter- 
tainer still at the top of his game, and a voice 
we love to hear. Tonight our Nation honors 
Mr. Tony Bennett. 

Each of these honorees has enriched our 
culture and reflected credit on our great 
country. It’s a true pleasure to be in their 
company and to let them know just how 
much they mean to the people of the United 
States. Congratulations. Thanks for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. on the 
State Floor at the White House. 
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Remarks at the Children’s Holiday 
Reception 
December 5, 2005 


The President. Thanks for coming. Wel- 
come. We're glad you're here. This is Laura; 
I'm George W. [Laughter] We hope you've 
had some fun here. I hope nobody pinched 
Rudolph on the nose. [Laughter] No, nobody 
did. That's good—Rudolph is happy about 
that too. [Laughter] 

We welcome the students from Stratford 
Landing Elementary School in Alexandria 
and Glen Haven Elementary School in Silver 
Spring. We're glad you all are here. We want 
to welcome your teachers and your parents. 
Thanks for coming. We're glad you're at the 
White House. 

I particularly want to welcome those of you 
here who have got a mom or dad serving 
our country in the United States military. I 
know it’s hard when they're away; this has 
got to be a difficult time for you. But we 
really want you to know that they’ re doing 
important work. They're not only prote cting 
the country, but they’ re he Iping other boys 
and girls live in freedom like we do here in 
the United States, and that’s important. So 
one message I want to give you is, we re real- 
ly proud of your mom or dad, and you tell 
them thanks—thanks on behalf of a grateful 
nation. 

And now I get to introduce somebody I’m 
grateful for, and that’s the First Lady of the 
United States, Laura Bush. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. on the 
State Floor at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the First Lady. 


Remarks on the National Economy in 
Kernersville, North Carolina 
December 5, 2005 


Thanks for having me. Thanks for letting 
me come by to John Deere-Hitachi. I’m here 
to talk about our economy. No better place 
to talk about our economy, in a place where 
people are working hard and where they're 
productive, where they're making a product 
people want. The economy of the United 
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States is strong, and I'm here—how we're 
going to work together to keep it stronger. 

First, I want to thank the workers of this 
facility for letting me come by to interrupt 
your work day rll try to keep my comments 
brief so you can get back to work. | Laughter] 
I appreciate the job you're doing. This is a 
remarkable facility, a facility of high tech- 
nology, of good management, and great, 


skilled workers. 


I appreciate being back in the State of 


North Carolina. I somewhat  dis- 
appointed to learn that North Carolina is the 
best place to do business in the United 
States—I thought that 


Texas. | Laughter] 


Was 


might have been 


I'm traveling today with the Secretary of 
the Treasury John Snow. Mr. Secretary, 


thank you for joining us. Secretary of Com- 
merce Carlos Gutierrez is with me today 
These two men are involved with making 
sure that this economy stays strong, that we 
create an environment for people to be able 
to grow their businesses and employ people. 

I'm proud to be here with Senator Richard 
Burr of the great State of North Carolina 
He’s a good, down-to-earth fellow who is a 
strong Member of the United States Senate 
And he brings—every time I see him, he 
You make sure 
you remember the people of North Caro- 
Which I do 


[ appreciate 


brings this message, he says 


lina 
Congresswoman Virginia 
Foxx—we’'re right here in her congressional 
district—she’s doing an excellent job on be 
half of the people of this part ol the world 
[ appreciate my longtime friend Congress- 
man Howard Coble from the State of North 
Carolina. Finally, 'm proud to be traveling 
with a Congressman who doesn’t look old 
laughte r 
that’s Patrick McHenry, and he’s doing a fine 
job, as well, in the United States Congress 

I want to thank the mayor of Kernersville 
for joining us. I appreciate ill the other State 
and local officials 

I want to thank Ron Morrison for the 


he’s the operation manager, in case you've 


enough to be a Congressman 


never heard of him—for giving me a tour 
He’s sure proud of this facility He's proud 
of the safety record, and he’s proud of the 
skill of the people who work here. | appre- 
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ciate Al Seeba, Jim Jenkins, and Hitoshi 
Manabe. Thank you all for having me. 
Government wealth 


America: and businesses and workers and 


does not create 
farmers and entrepreneurs create the wealth 
for this country. And so the role of the Gov- 
ernment is to create an environment where 
the small business can grow into a big busi- 
ness, where the entrepreneur can flourish, 
where people who dream about owning a 
home are able to own a home. In our econ- 
omy, our most precious resource is the talent 
of the American worker, and there is no limit 
to what we can do when people have the 
freedom to make a better life for themselves 
and their family 

Ours is a confident and optimistic Nation, 
and our trust in the American people has 
brought us through some pretty tough times. 
In the past 5 years, our economy has endured 
a stock market collapse, a recession, terrorist 
attacks, 


costs 


corporate scandals, high energy 


and devastating natural disasters. 
These were all shocks to our economy, which 
I felt required decisive action. I believe that 
economy grows when people are allowed to 
keep more of their own money, to be able 
to save and to spend. 

And so I called on the United States Con- 
gress to let the people keep more ol their 
own money, to cut their taxes. And Congress 
responded. We lowered your taxes and gave 
you an opportunity to keep more of what you 
earn and let you decide how best to spend 
your own money. We cut taxes on families 
by lowering the tax rates and by doubling 
the child credit and reducing the marriage 
penalty. I felt we shouldn't penalize mar- 
riage; I thought we ought to reward marriage 
in the Tax Code 

These cuts are making a real difference 
to American families. | just met one of your 
Kirby Hartsell. Kirby is an Air 
Force veteran; he did a tour in South Korea 
He and his wife, Carol, have three children: 
Olivia, David When we cut the 
taxes, the Hartsells received a refund check 
that they put in the bank for themselves and 
their children. This year, the 
Hartsells saved $2,200 on their 2004 Federal 
Now I know 
some in Washington say that’s not a lot of 
money—well 


cows orke TS 


ind Claire 


to save tor 
taxes because of our tax cuts 


it's a lot of money to the 
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Hartsells. And when the folks in Washington 
DC, say that our working families don’t need 
that tax relief, they ought to come right here 
to North Carolina and talk to the Hartsells 
just like I did 

We not only reduced the taxes on individ 
uals and families cut the 


dends and capital gains to encourage job-cre 


we taxes on divi 
ating investment. I understand most new jobs 
in America—and I hope you understand this 
created 
And so we cut the 


too—most new jobs in America are 
by small-business owners. 


We cut the t 


nesses. Most small businesses pay taxes 


axes for our small busi- 
at the 
And so when you 


taxes 


individual income tax rate. 
hear us talking about lowering the taxes on 
individuals, | want you to connect that with 
And we 


created incentives for small businesses to in 


lowering taxes on small businesses 


vest in new equipment so that they can ex 
pand and create jobs help our farmers 
and entrepreneurs pass on a lifetime of hard 
work to their loved ones, we put the death 
tax on the road to extinction. 

Now some of those people up in Wash- 
ington said the tax cuts wouldn’t work. In 
the Democrat leade1 
called tax relief a tragedy and said it would 
An 


cuts 


spring of 2003, one 


not create jobs or grow the economy 
other said the 
ruining economy and costing 
All that comes with the 
doing what you think is right, and peo 
ple laying out the criticism. But I want to 
re mind people of the facts: Since those words 


Democratic leader tax 


are our 


us 
jobs. iob, by th 


W ay 


were spaben, our economy has added nearly 
1 million new jobs 

Just this past Friday, the latest 
show our economy added 215,000 jobs in the 
month of November alone. Our unemploy 
ment rate is down to 5 percent That’s lower 
than the average of the 1970s, the 1980s 
1990s. The latest ee also show 
economy grew at 


figures 


and 
the 
3 percent last quarter 
And it h: is been growing at near that average 
for more than 2 years. This economy of ours 
re being able to find 
work, and that’s what’s important to me. | 
want 


is on the move. People a 
Americans working. | anybody 
able 
good paying, steady work 
happening in America. 


want 
who wants a job to be to find work 


—and that’s what's 
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and that’s 
good news for this country. We hit an alltime 
high in October, 
More 


any 


Americans are buying homes, 


in terms of home buying. 
Americans now own their homes than 
Nation’s history. Minority 
ownership homeownership is at an alltime 
high in the United States of America. Real 
disposable income is up. Our consumers are 
confident. New orders for durable goods like 
machinery have risen sharply, and shipments 


time in our 


of manufactured goods are up as well. Busi- 
ness activity in our manufacturing sector re- 
ported its 30th straight month of growth. In 
the past 5 y 


some of the fastest rates since the 


ears, productivity has grown at 
1960s. Our 
Fortunately, 
didn’t listen to the pessimists about tax cuts. 
The tax cuts are working. 

We've been wise with your money as well. 
cut the 
nonsecurity discretionary 
spending. We're on track to reach our goal 
of cutting the budget deficit in half by 2009. 
Thanks to tax relief and spending restraint 


small businesses are thriving. 


Each vear I’ve been in office, 
of growth 


we ve 
rate 


and progrowth economic policies, this econ- 
omy is strong, businesses are booming, and 
the people in this country are working. See, 
take granted. So 
we're moving forward with a comprehensive 


we can't this growth for 
agenda that’s going to keep the economy 
growing, to make sure people have got a 
hope ‘ful future. Kee ping this economy strong 
begins with a commitment to keeping your 
at the 


ibout how we spe nd your money 


taxes low and, same time, being wise 

Unfortunately, just as we’re seeing the evi- 
dence of how our tax cuts have helped the 
economy, we're he voices in 
The 
that we ong is set to 
expire in a couple of ve: 


‘aring some 


Washington that want to raise your taxes. 


tax relief we set 
. In other words 
its not permane nt: it can go away. And unless 
Congress acts going to get a big tax 
hike when that —— 

some 


relief sooner. 


you re 
even say, “We should repeal the tax 
if that happens, a family of 
four making $60,000 today would see their 
Federal income taxes eventually go up by 
more than 50 percent. I want you to think 
about that. As you work hard and balance 
for the 
folks want 
to take more out of your paycheck by rolling 


your family budgets and try to save 


future, back in Washington some 
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back the tax cuts. When you hear people say 
that we don’t need to make the tax relief per- 
manent, what they're really saying is, they’ re 
going to raise your taxes. One way to keep 
this economy growing is to have certainty in 
our Tax Code, and to he ‘Ip you keep and 
to keep—let you keep more of your pay- 
check, and so the United States Congress 
needs to make this tax relief permanent. 
We're going to redouble our efforts to re- 
strain the spending appetite of the Federal 
Government. Listen, we’re at war, and we’re 
going to spend what it takes to support our 
troops in harm’s way. And that means we've 


got to show real discipline in other areas of 


the Federal budget. 

Earlier this year, I submitted a budget that 
proposed an actual cut in nonsecurity discre- 
tionary spending. It’s the most disciplined 
budget proposal since Ronald Reagan was in 
the White House, and Congress is set to 
meet this target, and I appreciate their hard 
work. I also proposed to terminate or reduce 
more than 150 Government programs that 
are underperforming or not meeting needs 
of the American people. I'm pleased to re- 
port it looks like the Congress is poised to 
deliver savings on more than 90 of these pro- 
grams. For the first time since 1997, Con- 
gress is poised to deliver more than $35 bil- 
lion in savings in entitlement programs. By 
taking action to restrain spending, we're on 
our track to cut that deficit in half by 2009. 

But there’s a lot of work that needs to be 
done. In the long term, the most significant 
deficits will occur as baby boomers retire and 
more people receive Social Security and 
Medicare benefits. There’s unfunded liabil- 
ities in our Social Security and Medicare sys- 
tems. That means that there’s a lot of baby 
boomers retiring who have been promised 
more benefits with fewer people paying into 
the system. That’s what that means. And un- 
less we do something about it—these un- 
funded liabilities—we're going to put a great 
burden on our children 
children. 

Reform of Social Security and Medicare 
is an important issue for the American peo- 
ple. And I’ve been talking about it, and I’m 
going to keep talking about it, because I 
strongly believe the United States Congress 
has an obligation to do something about it. 


and our grand- 
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My attitude is, when you get elected to office 
in Washington, DC, you have an obligation 
to confront problems, not pass them on to 
future generations and future Congresses. 

Our approach on spending is clear: Work- 
ing families have to set priorities for their 
spending, and so should the Federal Govern- 
ment. Unfortunately, we have too many poli- 
ticians back in W ashington who pre ach fiscal 
discipline while voting against spending 
cuts—and too many who think the only an- 
swer for runaway spending is to raise your 
taxes. My solution is to keep your taxes low 
and to be fisc ally sound about how we use 
your money. 

As we think about ways to make sure this 
economy remains strong today and strong to- 
morrow, one thing we’ve got to work on is 
our energy. I mean, we've got to be less de- 
pendent on foreign sources of energy if we 
want this economy to remain vibrant. High 

gasoline and heating costs are a tax on the 
i people, and they're a tax on small 
businesses, and they drain the budgets of 
people working hard. They make it e xpensive 
for people to run their companies, and they 
both affect our economic and national secu- 
rity. So our goal is to work for a day in which 
America is no longer dependent, beginning 
with less dependent on foreign sources of en- 
ergy. 

We made a pretty good start with an en- 
ergy bill I signed this summer. It encourages 
conservation, and that makes sense. One way 
to become less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy is to use less of it. We made— 
we're spending money on making sure we 

can burn coal in a clean way. Clean ‘coal tech- 
nologies make a lot of sense. We've got a 
lot of coal in the United States of America, 
and we need to figure out how to use it clean- 
ly. We need to do a better job of making 
sure we can get natural gas from overseas, 
liquified natural gas into the United States. 
We don’t have enough liquified natural gas 
portals to allow that gas to come here, and 
we need to expand that in the United States. 

We're promoting renewable sources of en- 
ergy like ethanol and biodiesel. It makes 
sense to be able to use corn or soybeans to 
power our automobiles. I mean, one of these 
days, hopefully, the President sits down, 
opens up the crop report and says, “My, 
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it means we're less 
depe ade nt on foreign sources of energy.” It 
makes sense to « xplore that. We're spe nding 
money on hydrogen. One of these days, | 
hope your grandchildren or your children can 
start a car and have the 
source of power. 

So we've got a good bill on the table that 
I signed. But we've got to do more. We've 
got to do more. Listen, Katrina hit us, and 
Rita hit us, and we realize how dependent 
and how fragile our infrastructure is when 
it comes to gi asoline. Listen, your price s went 
up. I know th: it. And these storms show that 
we've got bottlenecks in the system, and 
there are shortages. Now, fortunately, today’s 
gasoline prices are down nearly to what they 
were before Katrina and Rita, and that’s good 
news. But we ought to take notice of what 
happened. Congress needs to pass legislation 
that will allow us to build and expand refin- 
eries. Do you realize we have not built a new 
refinery in the United States since the early 
1970s? In order to take the pressure off your 
poc ‘ketbook, it seems to make sense to me 
that we need to expand the amount of supply 
of gasoline. The more gasoline there is avail- 
able for our consumers, the less pressure 
there will be. 

We've got 
crude 


we've got a lot of corn; 


hydrogen being 


to produce and refine more 
oil and natural gas here 
environmentally se ashtive 


at home 
And we can 
do that. The most promising site for energy 
in America is the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge in Alaska. I don’t know if you realize 
this, but technology today en: ibles us to take 
a very small portion of the land—2,000 acres 
—and use that 2,000- 
acre site to exploit the oil and ges resources 
in that vast area, with little or no impact on 
the land or wildlife. And that’s important for 
people to understand, the facts involved. De 
veloping this tiny area could yield up to a 
million barrels of oil a day. That’s a million 
barrels of oil a day less from a foreign source 
of energy. I c: in’t tell you how important | 
think it is for the United States Congress to 
authorize a progrowth, projob, proenviron- 
ment exploration of ANWR. 

We prosper as a country when our working 
people can look to the future with con- 
fidence. And people are 
when they own something 


In 
We tys. 


out of 19 million acres 


more confident 
And that’s why 


jobs of the 2 
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I've promoted an ownership society, an own- 
ership society in which people own their own 
homes and have control over their health 
care accounts. They can own their own small 
Americans need to know that 
their hard work will be rewarded and that 
the institutions they depend upon are reli- 
able. And so I want to talk about some re- 
forms and some ideas for job training and 
health care. 


businesses. 


We need to prepare Americans to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunities of the 21st cen- 
tury. One thing is certain, is that this econ- 
omy of ours changes, and as it changes, we've 
got to make sure the workers have got the 
skills necessary to fill the jobs of the 2\st 
century. It’s one of the real challenges of our 
society. 

I’m a big believer, in commu- 


think 


because 


by the way, 
nity centers—community colleges. I 
they work. I think they work well, 
they se available, and they're affordable, and 
they have got flexibility in their curriculum. 
| know that firsthand, that you’ve got a good 
system here in North 
been to some 
I've 


Carolina because I’ve 
of your community colleges. 


been to Forsyth Technical Community 
College. ; , 
textile industry receiving help necessary to 
go back to school to become health « 
workers. 


I've seen workers who were in the 
care 
And with a little bit of Government 
help, they are able to gain new skills and find 
permanent work And that’s 
isn't it, to 
make sure that we match our workers’ desire 
to work with the 


better pay. 
really the challenge ahead of us, 


skills necessary to fill the 

Ist century. 

We've got a good program out of Wash- 

DC. 
» help community colleges. More impor- 

ti ns it’s to help the workers going to com- 


ig It’s $125 million a year in grants 


munity colleges. I'm working with Congress 
to make sure that we work with these schools 
that are developing curriculum for jobs 
which actually exist. We don’t need people 
being trained for work where jobs don’t exist; 
we need people being able to match the job 
demand with the curriculum. And it’s hap- 
pening. Congress needs to renew the job 
training program for our community college 
system and give us more flexibility to make 





1820 


sure that the money actually gets to the work- 
not to the 
the program. 
We need a health care system that makes 
sure that health care is available and afford- 
able for all our people. And we need a health 
charge of 
the health care decisions, that offers greater 


ers bureaucracies involved with 


care system that puts patients in 


choice, and allows you to have control over 
your plan There’s a new product called 
health savings accounts, HSAs, and they're 
a step toward consumer-driven health care 

Now, let me try to expl iin this to you. 
Under this type of plan you or your em- 
ployer can put money tax- free into what the y 
call a health savings account. And you use 
that money in your account for routine med- 
ical expenses. And if you don’t use it all up, 
you can roll it over to the next year, tax free. 
And the money in the account earns interest 
tax-free. In other words, 
The 


in tax-free, 


it’s a tax-free 
goes in tax-free. 


ac- 


coun. money It stays 
And 


and you 


and it comes out tax-free. 


it’s your money, and you control it 
pay routine health care expenses. 
And you couple that with a high- deduct- 
ible insurance policy—paid by yourself, if 
that 
pays for catastrophic care above a certain de- 
ductible if you get really sick or you get really 
hurt. Now, the advantage of this program is 
that, you make the decisions Secondly, 
you own the HSA, and if you happen to 


change jobs 


you re se al f- -€ mploye ad, or your company 


one 


listen, we're in a society where 
people are changing jobs. And one of the un- 
certainty that comes with job changes is that 
you—a fellow 
health care. 


or a woman worries about 
Under this plan, it's your own 
health care plan, and you can take it with 
you to your next e mploye r. And the e mploye r 
can he Ip } you with your HSA, if that’s the 


deal you're able to strike with them. 


In other 


words, if you own your health care pli in, it 
brings certainty into your life. 
future more stable. 


It makes your 


These high-deductible polic ies have lower 
premiums and got to 
know, which provide savings for the self-em- 


that’s what you've 
ploye -d or the small-business owner or for the 
large company. People are beginning to un 
derstand the advantages of health savings ac- 
counts. Since I signed a bill into law that al- 
lowed for the existence of health savings ac- 
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enrolled, 
And nearly 
40 percent of HSA owners were uninsured 
they got their Now 
going to strengthen health savings accounts, 
make them more available and more afford- 
able so 


counts, a million Americans have 


most are families with children 


before account we re 


people have more choices when it 
comes to health care. 

Now that’s just one part of a comprehen- 
sive health initiative. Congress needs to pass 
know if 


association health plans. I don't 


there’s any small-business owners here 


small businesses sometimes have trouble af- 
fording health care. They need to be allowed 
to pool risk across jurisdictional boundaries 
so they can buy he alth insurance at the same 
discounts that big companies are able to buy 
health insurance 

The a responsi- 
bility to the elderly and the poor when it 
comes to health care. 


Federal Government has 


That’s a commitment 
My attitude is, if 
you re going to provide health care for the 
elderly, it ought to be good health 
That’s why we had the most substantive re- 
of Medicare 


Johnson was the 


our Government made 


care. 
Baines 


President, the pro- 
gram was formed. The Medicare plan that 


forms since Lyndon 


since 


is now available for our seniors includes pre- 
scription drug coverage and a wide variety 
of choices for our seniors to choose from. 
And it’s going to become available this Janu- 
ary, and if you’ve got a mother and father 
on Medicare 
the Internet 
look and explain to your mother or 
the available. It 


makes sense to have 


[ strongly urge you to look on 
and take a 
father 
s a good deal. It 
a modern, 


for medicare. gov, 
options 
reformed 
Medicare system for our seniors. 

We're going to take care of the poor with 
Medicaid and to make sure there’s a strong 
safety net available for the poor citizens in 
the United States. re going to be wise 
about how we set up systems. Since took 
office, we've opened or expanded more than 
800 community health centers pl ices for the 
poor and the indige ‘nt to get primary health 
care. It makes sense to make sure that people 
go to a primary care facility, as a health 
center, and not an emergency room of a hos- 
pital. 


And we’ 


such 
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We need to expand information tech 
nology in health care, 
perts are 


which a lot of the ex 
convinced will lower the 
to the American citizens. To 
make health care available and affordable, we 
need medical liability When your 


doctors get sued, it means there’s going to 


cost of 
health care 
retorm. 
be fewer doctors practicing medicine, and 
when your doctors get sued, it means your 
And for the sake 
health care, we need medical 
to make 
~—ke eS ps going on, we nee d 
ie nda that 
gives you the power for linen medical deci- 
sions, not bureaucracies in Washington, D¢ 
Now for the good of the workers, w 
to strengthen the rules governing private 
pensions as well. You know, most Americans 
work for private companies that offer tradi- 
tional pensions. 


cost of medicine 
of affordable 
liability reform now. 


goes up. 
In orde1 sure 
the economy is- 
a comprehensive health care 


eS need 


And most companies like 
fulfilling their obligations to 
their employees and their retirees. But too 
many 


this one, are 
companies are not putting away the 
cash the ‘y need to fund the retirement prom 
ises they're making to their employees. In 
“We ll make sure 
” but the *y re not 
funding it. Therefore, when—if the company 
were to get into financial trouble 
bankrupt, their failure to live up to A 
promises, their failure to fund their pensions 
will leave retirees with pension checks that 
have been slashed. 
Now, the Federal 
these pensions, and that means that if mor 
and more companies fail to meet their re 
sponsibilities, the Federal Government 
might have to step in and bail — out. In 
that case, it would not only be the 
e harmed by the cadehohin not t ful- 
filling their obligations, but it can mean the 
taxpayers as well. Every American has an in- 
terest in 


other words, the y're saying 
you got a retirement system 


and | 


Government insures 


tirees 
who al 


seeing to it that this system gets 
fixed. So whether you're a worker at 
pany with an underfunded pension or a tax 
payer, it's what I want you to understand 


In our 


a COln- 


society, we've had some compa 


nies—big companies go bankrupt, and work 
ers at those companies know what I’m talking 


about. And so my message to corporate 
America is: You need to fulfill your promises 


When you Say to a worker, this i is what the vy re 
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going to get when they retire, you better put 

enough money in the account to make 

the worker gets that which you said. 
The 


sure 


Government's current pension rules 
are confusing and misleading. They allow 
companies to technically play by the rules 
and yet still not fund the promi: iSes they’ ve 
made to their employees. And so Congress 
needs to straighten up these rules so that 
there’s no confusion, so that everybody un- 
derstands what I just said “If you 
me ike a promise toa worke ‘Tr, you put e nough 
money in the account to fulfi il that promise 
So we proposed reforms to the pension 
rules that Say this, that Say that companie Ss 
must accurately measure and report the fi- 
nancial status of their pension plans to make 
sure they're fulfilling the they 
make. This reform plan would give compa- 
nies that underfund their 
to catch up. That seems reasonable to me. 
We're a little time to do 
what you said you're going to do, but you’ re 


I said, 


promises 


pensions 7 years 


going to give you 


going to do what you said you're going to 
do 
said this re- 
may be on the 
outskirts of Congress who have said the re- 
And not only that, they 
Wi - to weaken the current law even further. 
believe that if you put in your hours, your 


But some in Congress have 


form is too tough, or some 


form is too tough 


pension should be there for you when you 
retire. Our workers need reform that signifi- 


cantly improves funding for these private 
pension plans, not a piece of legislation that 
weakens it. And I'm not going to sign a bill 
that weakens pension funding for the Amer- 
ican workers 

And, finally, keeping this economy strong 
means welcoming opportunities that a global 
economy offers, not fearing those opportuni- 
ties. And this country is home to about 5 per- 
cent of the world’s A ition, which means 
that 95 percent of potential customers live 
abroad. By opening up new markets for our 
goods and our farm products and our serv- 
ices, we can help this economy continue to 
grow and create opportunity for pe ople right 
here in our country 

Out in Washington, 
isolationists, people who are afraid of new 
opportunities. | think they've 


faith in the 


there are economic 


got to have 


more American worker and 
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The folks in North 
showing them why. Today, 

2 jobs in North ¢ ‘arolina is exported 
by—is po oe -d by exports. In other words, 
one in 12 of the people who work in this 
State do so because they're selling a product 
overseas. And it’s just not what you're send- 
ing overseas that is helping North Carolina 
grow. More than 200,000 North Carolinians 
have jobs because foreign companies have 
chosen to invest in the Tar Heel State. In 
other words, this is a good place to be. All 
across America, we see the story: For- 
eign businesses come here because they rec- 


the entrepreneur. Caro- 
lina are 


every 


same 


ognize the quality and the skill and ethic of 


the American worker. 
coming. 


That’s why they're 

This company is a good example of how 
trade has transformed American business. In 
1837, an Illinois blacksmith named John 
Deere fashioned a steel plow that let pioneer 
farmers cut through prairie soil. Today, the 
company that this guy ste urted ships prod- 
ucts Illinois to 
isn't it? A lot of the 
Deere business is done overseas because the 
product is good. People want the Deere 
product. People realize that their society 
could become more productive if they use 
products made by John Deere 

You've got an advantage right here in 
Kernersville. You've got an interesting joint 
venture with Hitachi. This plant is actually 
“in-sourcing”. Over the past 4 years, this fac- 
tory has taken on production that used to 
be done in Japan and Mexico. You've tripled 
your workforce. That’s what opening markets 
means. It means good, steady work. It means 
good opportunity. In the 21st century, no 
economy can afford to be an island. And to 
create new opportunitie s for our workers, we 
need to keep this economy open to trade and 
investment. And we've got to make sure that 
everybody else treats us the 
them, 


ships combines made in 
Russia. Interesting, 


treat 
and 


way we 
that we want to have free trade, 
we want to have fair trade. 

The textile industry in this State has been 
through tough times. I understand that. We 
just did a deal with Central America that says, 
“You treat us the way we treat you.” Do you 
realize products going from the United States 
to Central America were taxed? Products 
coming the other way weren't. It seemed to 
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field, which 
we're in the process of doing. But it also 
means that by working together with Central 
American partners, North Carolina textiles 
are more likely to be able to compete with 
Asian textiles. 

My predecessor worked to get China into 
the WTO. And one of the conditions was that 
the United States and other WTO members 
would take steps to prevent their markets 
from being flooded with cheap Chinese tex- 
tiles. Last month, we reached an agreement 
with China to have them meet that obligation 
under the textile agreements. It’s an impor- 
tant It means that not only are 
we for free trade with China, but we expect 
China to be fair with American textile com- 
panies and American workers. This agree- 
ment adds certainty and predictability for 
businesses in both America and China. 

Here’s what I believe. I believe free trade 
is good for jobs. I believe opening markets 
for U.S. products is smart to do. I know we've 
got to make sure we have a level playing field 
because when we have a level playing field, 
the American worker, the American entre- 
preneur, and the American farmer can com- 
pete with anybody, anytime, anyplace. 

The greatest opportunity we do have to 
advance the goal of free and fair trade 
through the Doha round of trade talks. The 
Doha trade round has great potential to boost 


make sense to level the playing 


agreement. 


jobs here in America. By reducing and elimi- 


nating tariffs and other barriers on industrial 
goods and on farm goods—industrial goods 
like John Deere products, by the way—to 
end unfair subsidies and open up glob: il mar- 
kets for our Trade ministers will 
gather in Hong Kong next week for a critical 
meeting. I told our Trade Representative, 
Ambassador Rob Portman, that he’s got to 
push for a bold and wide-ranging agreement. 
Opportunity increasingly depends on a free 
and fair trading global system, and our ad- 
ministration is going to continue 


services. 


to use our 
influence to bring greater opportunities for 
the American worker. 

You know, throughout the last century, we 
often heard pessimists telling us that our best 
days are behind us and that the future be- 
longs to others. Our grandparents heard the 
pessimists in the 1930s and 1940s say that 
the future belonged to the central planners. 
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Our parents heard the pessimists again in the 
1950s when the Soviet Union launched the 
first satellite. Some of us remember hearing 
the pessimists in the 1970s and 1980s when 
we were told that America was tired and 
could no longer compete with Japan. At that 
moment, Ronald Reagan’s tax cuts were just 


beginning to kick in, and that set off one of 


the largest economic expansions in our his- 
tory. One newspaper editorialized about “the 
stench of failure” during that period of time. 


You know, the great thing about our his- 
tory when you look at it is, the American peo- 
ple have always proved the pessimists wrong 
At the start of a hopeful new century, the 
American worker is the most productive 
worker that human history has ever known. 
At the start of this new century, we have 
proven that progrowth economic policies out 
of Washington, DC, do work and can over- 


come some mighty obstacles. At the start of 


the century, we recommit ourselves to the 
notion that the more free people are, the bet- 
ter off your economy will be. 


This great country of ours is a place where 
people can start out with nothing and be able 
to raise a family and own a home or start 
a business. Through all my travels around the 
world, I’m always struck by how bright the 
future of America is. Our job in Washington 
is to keep that future bright and hopeful by 
making choices that reward hard work and 
enterprise. This economy is strong, and the 
best days are yet to come for the American 
economy. 


I'm honored you let me come by. I’m al- 
ways glad to come back to North Carolina. 
And I'm particularly pleased to be with the 
good, fine folks right here at the Deere- 
Hitachi plant. May God bless you and your 
families, and may God continue to bless our 
country. 


Nore: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. at the 
John Deere-Hitachi Machinery 
Corp. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Curtis 
L.. Swisher of Kernersville, NC; and James R. Jen 
kins, senior vice president and general counsel, 
Deere & Co. 


Construction 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Director-General Lee Jong-wook of 
the World Health Organization and 
an Exchange With Reporters 


December 6, 2005 


President Bush. It's been my honor to 
welcome the Director of the World Health 
Organization, Dr. Lee, to the Oval Office, 
where we have just had an extensive con- 
versation with high-ranking officials in my 
administration about the international strat- 
egy to deal with a possible pandemic of avian 
flu. 

And I want to thank you, Dr. Lee, for stay- 
ing on top of this issue, for raising the con- 
sciousness of the world, for helping to de- 
velop an international response, and for 
working so closely with Mike Leavitt and 
Julie Gerberding and Bob Zoellick of the 
State Department. This is a remarkable col- 
laborative effort to do our duty to help peo- 
ple. 

The other thing that’s really interesting, I 
found out, is Dr. Lee told me we're very 
close to eradicating polio. And I want to con- 
gratulate you—from the world, by the way— 
and I want to congratulate you for your good 
work on that issue. 

Director-General Lee. Thank you. 

President Bush. You're a good public 
servant. I’m just proud to welcome you here 
to the Oval Office. 

Director-General Lee. Well, thank you 
very much. Clearly, we've been working on 
avian flu and pandemic flu for many years. 
But it really didn’t take off until the President 
launched this initiative in September in New 
York. And then after that, he mentioned 
he raised this issue with many heads of state. 
That really made a difference. I’m very hon- 
ored to be here. 

And about polio eradication, it was a team- 
work. I appreciated the effort of the United 
States, especially the AID and CDC. And in 
the presence of the Secretary and also the 
Director, Julie Gerberding, that it is wonder- 
ful to be able to say that we are about to 
eradicate polio. 

President Bush. Thank you, Dr. Lee. 

Answer a couple of questions. Nedra 
| Nedra Pickler, Associated Press]. 
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War on Terror in Iraq 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Insurgents 
in Iraq claim that they have taken a U.S. cit- 
izen hostage. We also have a U.S peace ac- 
tivist who is being held. Is there anything 
you can do to get them back? 

' President Bush. We, of course, don’t pay 
What we will do, 
our intelligence gathering 
to see if we can't help locate them. The best 


ransom for any hostages. 
of course, is use 
way to make sure that Iraq is a peaceful soci- 
And 


cle arly there are some there who want to stop 


ety is to continue to spread democracy. 


the spread of democracy. There are terrorists 
there who will kill innocent people and be- 
head people and kill children, terrorists who 
have got desires to hurt the American people. 

And it should be—the violent they 
get, the clearer the ought to be, that 
we're going to achieve victory in lraq and 
that we'll bring these people to justice. We 
will hunt them down, 
friends, and at the same time, spread democ- 


more 
cause 


along with our Iraqi 


racy. 
Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters], yes 


Progress in Iraq 


Q. Howard Dean says the idea that the 
U.S. will win in Iraq is just plain wrong, and 
he’s comparing the war to Vietnam. Is that 
a fair and what do you think 
about his comme oe 

President Bush. 
win, and our troops eee to hear, not only 
are they supportive but that we have got a 
strategy that will win. Oh, there’s pessimists, 
you know, 


comparison, 


know we're going to 


and politicians who try to score 
But our strategy is one that is—will 
only thing that the 
enemy has got going for them is the capacity 
to take innocent life and to get on our TV 
screens with this devastation that they cause. 
These people cannot stand free societies. 
They have no regard for the human condi- 
They ‘ll kill women and children at the 
drop of a hat, all aimed at frightening the 
American people and trying to get us to with- 
draw. And if we were to withdraw, the likes 
of Zarqawi, who is a sworn ally of bin Laden, 
would have a safe haven from which to plot 
and plan. 

The lessons of September the 11th are les- 
sons this country must never forget. 


points. 
lead us to victory. The 


tion. 


We've 
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got to take each threat seriously. 
to stay on the In the 
democracy will help eradicate the conditions 
that allow these people to find any kind of 
support. 


We've got 


offense. long run, a 


And so our strategy is twofold. On the one 
hand, we'll stay on the We'll train 
Iraqi soldiers so they can take the fight to 
the enemy. And on the other hand, we'll con- 
tinue to work with the Lraqi people to spread 
democracy. 

And the American people must take notice 
of the fact that the people of Iraq are showing 
incredible in the 
lence. After all, there was an election last Jan- 
uary to put a Transitional National Govern- 
ment in place; then they voted on a Constitu- 
tion. And in a short period of time, they're 
going to be 


( ffe *Tise 


courage face of this vio- 


Government. 
which stands in 
society in which they 
tyrant, Saddam 
is now on trial, as he should 


voting for 
; by the millions, 
stark contrast to the 
lived under the 
who, by the way, 


a new 
They vote 


Hussein, 


be on trial. 

I think his trial is indicative of the change 
that has taken place in the Iraqi mag In 
the old days, if Saddam and his cronies didn’t 
like you, you didn’t get a trial. You were just 
put to death or tortured. Today, there is a 
system, a judicial system in place that will 
Saddam Hussein a chance to make his 
as well as giving those who have 
been tortured by Saddam Hussein a chance 
to step forth and provide witness to the bru- 
tality of this man. 

I—our troops need to know that the Amer- 
ican people stand with them, 
a strategy for victory. And of course, there 
will be debate » there will be 
some pessimists and some people playing 
politics with the issue. But by far, the vast 
majority of people in this country 


give 


case in court, 


and we have 


and, of cours 


stand 
squarely with the men and women who wear 
the Nation’s uniform. 

Carl [Carl C: FOX News|. 


ameron, 


Detention Facilities Abroad 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Does your 
administration have any plans to change the 
policy of renditioning and/or the detention 
centers alleged to be taking place in Europe? 

President Bush. Carl, first of all, 1 don’t 
talk about secret programs, covert programs, 
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covert activities. Part of a successful war on 
terror is for the United States of America 
to be able to conduct operations, all aimed 
to protect the American people, covertly 
However, I can tell you two things: One 
that we abide by the law of the United States; 
we do not torture. will try to 
do everything we can to protect us within 


And two, we 


the law. We're facing an enemy that would 
like to hit America again, and the American 
people expect us to, within our laws, do ev 
erything we can to protect them. And that’s 
exactly what the United States is doing. We 
do not render to countries that torture. That 
has been our policy, and that policy will re- 
main the same. 
Thank you all. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House 
he referred to 


In his remarks 
Schultz and Tom Fox 
American citizens taken hostage in Iraq; senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and 
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist 
organization. A referred to Howard 
Dean, National Com 
mittee. A tape was not available for verification 


Ronald 


repe yrter 


chairman, Democratic 


of the content of these remarks 


Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah 
Menorah 
December 6, 2005 


Welcome to the White House. Laura and 
I are glad you're here, and we're glad to be 
here to celebrate the festival of Hanukkah 
Hanukkah begins later this month. It’s a time 
to remember the story of a miracle once wit- 
nessed in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 

More than 2,000 years ago, the ancient 


land of Israel 


was conquered, and Jewish 
people were forbidden to pray, observe their 
religious customs, or study the Torah. In re 
sponse, a patriot named Judah Maccabee led 
a revolt against the enemy army. Their num- 
bers were small, yet their courage in defense 
of their faith was powerful, and they were 
triumphant. 

When the Maccabees returned to reclaim 
their Holy Temple, the oil that should have 
lasted only 1 day, instead burned for 8 days. 
During Hanukkah, Jews across the world sig- 
nify this miracle by lighting the menorah. 
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This act commemorates the victory of free- 
dom over oppression and of hope shining 
through darkness. Today, that light still burns 
in Jewish homes and synagogues everywhere. 
And today, that light will burn here in the 
White House 

Laura and I are honored to have a beau- 
tiful menorah here from Park Synagogue in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Rabbi Skoff, thank you very 
much for sharing it with us. I also want to 
thank Rabbi Barry Gelman for his prayer and 
thank him for his deep compassion. As he 
mentioned, he is the rabbi from the United 
Orthodox Synagogues in Houston, whose 
members did so much to help the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina. 

I want to thank the West Point Jewish 
Cadet Choir for being here with us this 
evening. Our Nation is grateful to the Amer- 
ican troops of all faiths who are serving our 
country around the world and who are away 
from their families this holiday. 

The word “Hanukkah” and the Hebrew 
word for education both come from the same 
root word that means “to dedicate.” And ear- 
lier today, I met with some of the leaders 
from our Nation’s Jewish day schools. As 
educators who dedicate themselves to teach- 
ing the faith and to teaching, they are ful- 
filling the true lesson of Hanukkah every day 
of the year. Just as the Maccabees reclaimed 
their Holy Temple, these teachers help en- 
sure that Jewish traditions are passed from 
generation to generation. 

Tonight as we prepare to light the candles, 
we are grateful for our freedoms as Ameri- 
cans, especially the freedom to worship. We 
are grateful that freedom is spreading to still 
new regions of the world, and we pray that 
those who still live in the darkness of tyranny 
will some day see the light of freedom. 

And now, | Rabbi Skoff and his 
daughter and family to join me for the sym- 
bolic lighting of the White House menorah. 


The honor is yours. 


invite 


Note: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. in the 
Bookseller's Area in the East Wing at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Rabbi Josh- 
ua Skoff, Park Synagogue, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, and his daughter, Eden. 
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Remarks to the Council on Foreign 
Relations 


December 7, 2005 


Richard, thanks for the invi 
Thanks for letting me 
address the 


Thank vou all 


tation 


conn by and 


Council on Foreign Relations 


The Council is one of America’s oldest and 
most admired foreign policy organizations 
and | appreciate the chance to come and talk 
about foreign policy 


Richard is a good man, and he 


s doing a 
fine job as the President of the Council on 
Foreign Relations. And | appreciate your 

I want to thank Nancy 
I want to thank the board members 
And I want to thank you all 


for being here today 


service to the country 
) 
Roman 


of the Council 


Today we mark the anniversary of a fateful 
On December the 
7th, 1941, our peaceful Nation awoke to an 
attack plotted in secret and executed without 
The strike on Pearl Harbor was the 


start of a long war for America—a massive 


dav in American history 


mercy 


struggle against those who attacked us and 
those who shared their destructive ambitions 
Fortunately for all of us, a great generation 
of Americans was more than equal to the 
challenge. Our Nation pulled together, and 
despite setbacks and battlefield defeats, we 
With cour 
age and determination, we won a war on two 
We liberated millions. We aided the 
rise of democracy in Asia. We 


watched enemies become allies. and we laid 


did not waver in freedom’s caus« 
tronts 


Europ and 


the foundation of peace lor generations 

On September the 11th, 2001, our Nation 
awoke to another sudden attack. In the space 
102 minutes, more Americans were 
killed than we lost at Pearl Harbor. Like gen 


erations before us, we acc epted new respon 


of just 


sibilities, and we confronted new dangers 
with firm resolve. Like generations before us 
we're taking the fight to those who attacked 
us—and those who share their murderous vi 
sion for future attacks. Like generations be- 
fore us, we've faced setbacks on the path to 
victory, vet we will fight this war without wa- 
vering And like the generations before us 
we will prevail. 


Like earlier struggles for freedom, this war 


will take many turns, and the enemy must 
be defeated on every battlefront 


from the 
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streets of Western cities to the mountains of 
Afghanistan, to the tribal regions of Pakistan 
to the islands of Southeast Asia Horn 
of Africa. Yet the terrorists have made it clear 
that [raq is the 


ind the 


central front in their wan 


1 
against humanity. So we must recognize Iraq 
' 
as the central front in the war on terro1 


it the Naval 


the first in a series of speeches outiining our 
I 


Last week Academy, I gave 


strategy fol ctoryv in Iraq I explained that 


our strate be Ins with a clear undet 


standing of the enemy we fac 

in Iraq is a combination of rejectic 
Saddamists and terrorists. The rejectionists 
are ordinary Iraqis mostly Sunni Arabs. who 
il or d status they had under the 
of Saddam Hussein. Ther 


[raq in which they are no longer the domi 


miss the pri 
regime reyect an 
nant group We believe that, over time, most 
of this group vill be pe rsuaded to support 
a democratic [raq led by a Federal Govern 
ment that is strong enough to protect minor 
ity rights 

The 


ists who 


Saddamists are former r loval 


o1me 
harbor dreams of returning to 


} 
power, and they're trying to foment anti 


democratic sentiment amongst the larger 
Sunni community. Yet they lack popular sup 
port, and over tim they can be marginalized 
and defeated by security forces of a free [rag 

rhe terrorists affiliated with on inspire d by 
\] Qaida ire the most lethal 
Many are to fight 
freedom S progre SS In Iraq The V are le d by 
a brutal terrorist named Zarqawi, Al Qaida’s 


chief of operations in Iraq, who has pledged 


smallest but | 


group roreigners COMME, 


his allegiance to Usama bin Laden. The te 
rorists’ stated objective is to drive the United 
States and coalition forces out of [raq and 
Che \ vould 


then use Iraq as a base from which to launch 


to gain control of the country 


attacks against America, overthrow moderate 
Middle East 


a totalitarian 


governments In the ind trv to 


establish Islamic that 


empire 
reaches from Indonesia to Spain 

The terrorists in Iraq share the same ide 
ology as the terrorists who struck the United 
States on September the 11th, blew up com 
Madrid 


tourists in Bali, killed workers in Rivadh. and 


muters in London and murdered 


slaughtered guests at a wedding in Amman 


Jordan. This is an enemy without conscience: 
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they cannot be 


ing and de stroying the 
he quiet lives 


| 


1 1 } 
would be plotting and 


would not he le ading 


Phe 


our citizens 


citizens 4 
- 
vorid 


cross the ind vith 


: . 
own borders By hnehting the terrorist 


lr iq, 1 are contronting a direct thre 
the American peopl 
nothing | ss th 


We're 


in lraq Last weel ! 


in con ple te 


pursuing a Ct 


1 
le ised a document ¢ lle 
eVvy 1O1 Victory in lraqg 
=) i 
tory will be chic 


and ' 
] ] 
ists and Saddamists « 


Iraq's democracy Iraqi 


forces can provide tol the satet ot the 


citizens vhen Iraq is not a safe 


1 


, 
Vv attacks against 


] 
ana 


to plot aT 


tor terrorists 


Nation 


Qur strategy 


gy to achieve that ictor\ 
three elements On the political Sic 
helping the li LIS build LT lusive ar mocrati 
institutions that will protect the interests 


ill [raqis We're working 
] 


THOSE 


vith th 
he Ip them « ngage vho can 
suaded to join the 
marginalize those 

vears the [raqi peopl have 
They vi 


i brutal tvrant to liberation t 


progr SS Fore trom unc 


boot ol 


elections to a democratic constitutic 
] not ; 
week trom tomorrow, they will go to the 


to elect a full constitutional gove rnin 
will lead them for the next 4 vears. By 
ing Iraqis continue to build their d 


} 


lly Ih t 


we will gain an he war on 

helping them build a democrac 

Damascus 
build t 


he American 


retormers trom 
And by helping them 
we'll { 

cure 


On the 
{ 


security torces are oTrense 


spire 


make 


peoph 
security coalition ind li 
against th 
enemy. We're clearing out areas controlled 
by the terrorists and Saddam loyalists, lea 

lraqi forces to hold territory taken fron 

enemy, and following up with targeted recon 
struction to help Lragis rebuild their live 
And as we fight the terrorists. we're 
to build capable and effective Ii qi security 
lead in the fight 


responsibility for the 


forces. so thev can take the 


, 
and eventually take 


Satety 


l 
they re taki 


More 


WOrTKITNY 


ind security of their citizens without 


major foreign assistance 


forces become more capable 


As lraqi 
tak responsibility for more and 
rritory. We're transferring bases 
to take the fight to the 


American and coalition 


li Li te 


neans 


oncentrate on training Iraqis and 
1] 


wn high-value targets _ like 


] 
economic sicie we re 


he lping the 


1] 1 
Iraqis rebuild their infrastructure and reform 


econom 


ind build the prosperity that 


ve all lraqis a stake in a free and peac 


ful Iraq. In doing this, we have involved the 


United Nations, other international organiza- 


tions, our coalition partners and supportive 
egional states 

\ vet k 
ibout our efforts to train the lraqi security 


forces. I described th changes ve Vi 


wo at the Naval Academy, I spoke 


made 


the wav these forces are trained and the 


resulting » Iraqi forces have made 


lfoday I'm going to talk 


ibout how ere working with those [raqi 
] ] . 
wrces and Iraq’s leaders to improve security 


order, to he Ip [raqis rebuild their 


1 
ind restore 


cities, and to he Ip the National Government 


] ] 
in Baghdad revitalize lraq’s infrastructure 


ind eCCONnOTHYN 


Over the course of this war. we have 


learned that winning the battle fon lraqi cities 
We 


after the battle by he lping lraqis 


s only the first ilso have to win 
the battle 


consolidate thei 


step 


+ 
Jains and kee p the terrorists 


from returning. Used to be that after Amer 


wan troops ( le ire cd the 


terrorists out of a city 
ind OVE d 


there 
1t enough forces Iraqi forces, to hold 
ea. We that after we left, the 
reenter the city 


mto the next mussion, 


found 


1 
terrorists would intimidate 


local leaders and police and eventually re 


] 
take 


control. This undermined the gains of 
our military. It thwarted our efforts to help 
lraqis rebuild and led local residents to lose 
confidence in the process and in their lead 
ers 

So we adjusted our approach. As improve 
ments in training produced more capable 
[raqi security forces, those forces have been 
ible to better hold onto the cities we cleared 
out together. With help from our military and 


civilian personnel the [raqi Government can 
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] ] 
vork with local ind residents 


then 
to be gin reconstruction 


the building 


lraqis le ading 
] 


efforts and our coalition in a 


; 
supporting roie 
| a 1 
This ipproach 1S vorking 
I 
want to describe ow 


actions in two cities 


have 
Najal ind Mosul 
The city ot Najal 1S low ite d ibout Q() mile ‘ 


] 
where Ve seen encouraging progre SS 


y 


1 
ind its the home 


] 
ices 


south of Baghdad to one 


] 
the Imam ll 
Najal 
s rule. Vir 


infrastructure 


of Shi'a Islam's holiest p 


Shrine. As a predominantly Shi'a city 


Saddam 


suffered greatly during 


of | 


tually every element ind 
' | 1} 1 . ~ } } { 
basic services had bee hn crippled DV vears oO! 
In 1991 thousands 
killed dun 


tator. Our troops liber 


insuthicient maintenance 


of Najaf re sidents wer ing a brut il 
crackdown by the di 
ated Najaf in 2003, vet 
the city fell 


! 
violent 


under the sw: ind 
Fighting in 


ind businesses 


militia streets dam 


aged homes and the local 


] 
econom collapsed as visitors and pilgrims 
| 


stoppe d coming to the shrine out of tear for 


S 
he summer ot 2004 Ve discussed the 


ig problem in Najaf with Iraq’s political 


1 
l¢ 


~aders, and the coalition and lraqi Gover 


control 


’ 
ment decided to retake of the city 
And we did 
forces routed out the militia in tough, urban 


fighting battle. Ou 


Together coalition and lraqi 


It was an intense CUVS 
performed creat and so did the [raqi forces 
loge ther with the [raqi Government and the 
forced th 
| 


and 
legitimate Iraqi authority Phe 
iwreed to disarm and Najal 
As soon as the fighting in Najaf ended, tar 


Phe 


veted moved 
, 
[raqi Government pl wed an active role and 


mili 


it to 


Shi'a clerical community, we 


tia to abandon the shrine return 
militia forces 
leave 
reconstruction forward 
so did our military commanders and dip 
the U.S 


International Deve lopme nt 


lomats and workers from Agency 


tor Together 
they worked with Najat’s Governor and other 
local officials to rebuild the local polic e torce 
] 


] 
repall residents’ homes. refurbish schools 


restore water and other essential services, re 
open a soccel stadium complete with new 
lights and fresh sod. Fifteen months later, 
new businesses and markets have opened in 
some of Najaf's poorest areas religious pil- 


grims are visiting the city again, construction 
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jobs are putting local residents back to work 
One of the largest projects was the rebuilding 
of the Najaf Te aching Hospital which had 
ind turned into 
Thanks to the 


[raqi doctors and local leaders, and with the 


been looted a military for 


tress by the militia efforts by 


he Ip ot Ame ricall 


nd 
ind 


versonnel, the hospital is 


of 


I 

now open ( ipable serving hundreds 
i I 

of patients ea 


Najat is 


ernment  ofticials 


1 oo 


hands ot « lecte a GOV 
An elected provincial 
vork drafting plans to 


I 
ind 


no 
council Is alt bring 
Po 
litical life has returned, and campaigns tor 
begun, with dif- 
COT The 
I 
Iraqi police ire now re sponsible for dav-to- 
| security in Najaf. An [raqi battalion has 


Cay 
1} * control of the former 


assuIneaG 


' 
more tourism commerce to the city 


] 
the upcoming elec tions have 


terent partes eting tor the vote 


consumed 


American military base, and our forces are 


now about 40 minutes outside the cits 

4 U.S. Army sergeant explains our role this 
We gO down the re il they ( il] Ss and 
that doe snt happ n 
just stay out of their way 


Waly 
often. Usually, we 
Reside nts of Najal 


isibl progress ind the \ have 


very 
are ilso set Ing 
no intention of returning to the davs tv1 
One man from Najaf put 


Three vex 


anny and terror 
it this Waly 
One vear ago, we were fighting in the 


Now 


and eating and not in fear 


irs ago, we were In 
ruins 
streets 


look at the peopl shopping 


There is still plenty of work left to be done 
in Najaf. Like most of Irag the reconstruc- 
vith fits and 


Sus 


tion in Najaf has proceeded 


starts since liberation. It’s been uneven 


! 
taining electric power remains a majol chal 
} 
lenge and construction has be gun on three 


> 


tions to help boost capacity. Be- 


new subst if 
cause the re 18 i shortage ol clean vater, new 
units are now 


in Najaf has im 
threats 


water treatment and sewage 
security 
but 


There are still kidnapings, and militias and 


being installed 
yroved = substantially remain 
| 


} 
armed ire more influence 


| OC i] lead 


ers and Iraqi security forces are confronting 


exerting 


Gangs 
than they should in a free society 
these problems and we're helping th m 

Another area that 
gains is the ancient 


one of Iraq's largest 


has seen tre mendous 
citv of Mosul. Mosul is 


cities, and it’s the home 


White Hous« 


correction 
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of a diverse population of Sunni Arabs 
Kurds, and other ethnic groups. Mosul is also 
the city where our troops brought justice to 
ot 2003. In 


Mosul was rel- 


Saddam’s sons in the 
the 
atively quiet, and so w 


summer 
months after liberation, 
e began to redeploy 


the And 
Saddamists infil 


our forces elsewhere in country 
the 
trated the ~ the Ir aqi police were not up 
to the task « These 


intimidated PE and they overwhelmed 


when terrorists and 


f stopping them thugs 


the police 


By late last vear, terrorists and Saddamists 


Mosul and 


DINGS 


had « gained control of much of 


they launched a series of car bom and 


an attack on a coalition 
killed 14 
The terrorists ind 
Saddamists killed innocent [raqi civilians 
and they left them in the 
pinned 


Aare 
, including 
tent that 
servicemembers. 


ambushes 


mess American 


streets with notes 
to their bodies threatening others 
American and Iraqi forces responded with 
a series of coordinated strikes on the 
dangerous parts of the city 


most 
Togethe r we 
killed, captured, and cleared out many of the 
terrorists and Saddamists, and we helped the 
Iraqi police and legitimate political leaders 
regain control of the city. As the Iraqis have 
grown in strength and ability, they have taken 
more responsibility for Mosul’s security Coa 
lition forces have moved into a supporting 
role 

As security gan 


in Mosul improved, we be 
working with local leaders to accelerate re 
construction. Iraqis upgraded key roads and 
bridges over the Tigris River, rebuilt schools 
and hospitals, and started refurbishing the 
Mosul 
were rebuilt nage Iraqis have made major im 


the 


Airport. Police stations and firehouses 
proveme nt city’s water and sewage 
network. 

Mosul Like Najaf 
Mosul’s infrastructure was devastated during 
Saddam’s 
enough electricity 


still faces challenges. 
reign. The city is still not receiving 
sO Traqis have a major 
new project underway to expand the Mosul 
power substation. Terrorist intimidation is 
still a concern. This past week, people hang 
ing election posters were attacked and killed 
Yet freedom is taking hold in Mosul, and resi 
dents are making their voices heard. 
in the 


50 percent in the Province wheie 


Turnout 
—for the October referendum was over 
Mosul 


Dec 


7 1829 


located. That’s more than triple the turnout 
in the 
campaigning 


And there’s heavy 


Mosul 


January election. 


going on in for next 
week’s election 

In places like Mosul and Najaf, residents 
are seeing tangible progress in their lives. 
They're gaining a personal stake in a peaceful 
future, and their confidence in Lraq’s democ 
racy is growing. The progress of these cities 
is being replicated across much of [raq, and 
eal ben- 
efits that a democratic society can bring 


more of Iraq's people are seeing the 1 


Throughout Iraq, we're also seeing chal- 
lenges common to young democracies. Cor- 
ruption Is a problem at both the national and 
local levels of the Lraqi government. We will 
not tolerate fraud, so our Embassy in Bagh- 
dad is helping to demand transparency and 
accountability for the money being invested 
in reconstruction. We've helped the [raqi 
people establish institutions like a Commis- 
sion on Public Integrity and a stronger Su- 
preme Board of Audit to improve oversight 
of the rebuilding process. Listen, the Iraqi 
people expect money to be spent openly and 
honestly, and so do the American pe ople 

Another problem is the infiltration of mili- 
tia groups into some Ir aqi sec urity force Ss, eS- 
pecially the Iraqi police. We’r e he ‘Iping Iraqis 
deal with this problem by aii dding coali- 
tion transition teams in [raqi units to mentor 
police and soldiers. We’re 


[Iraq 


also working with 
leaders at all levels of government to 
establish high standards for police recruiting. 
In a tree Lraq, former militia members must 
shift their to the National 
ment and learn to operate under the rule of 
law 


loyalty Govern- 


As we help [raq's leaders confront these 


challenges, we're also helping them rebuild 
a sound economy that will grow and deliver 
a better 
with the potential for tremendous prosperity. 
The country has a young and educated work- 


they've 


life for their people. Iraq is a nation 


force: got abundant land and water: 
and they have among the largest oil resources 
in the world. Yet for decades, Saddam Hus- 
sein used Lraq’s wealth to enrich himself and 
1 privileged few 


As he built palaces, Saddam 
neglected the 


country’s intrastructure. He 


ruined the economy, and he squandered the 
most valuable resource in Iraq the talent and 
the energy of the [raqi people. 
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So we're helping the new Iraq Govern- 
ment reverse decades of economic destruc- 
tion, reinvigorate its economy, and make re- 
sponsible reforms. We're helping Iraqis to re- 
build their infrastructure and establish the 
institutions of a market economy. The entre- 
preneurial spirit is strong in Iraq. Our poli- 
cies are aimed at unleashing the creativity 
of the Iraqi people. 

Like our approach to training Iraqi secu- 
rity forces, our approach to helping Iraqis re- 
build has changed and improved. When we 
started the reconstruction progress in the 
spring of 2003, our focus was on repairing 
and building large-scale infrastructure, such 
as electrical plants and large water treatment 


facilities. We moved forward with some of 


those large projects, yet we found our ap- 
proach was not meeting the priorities of the 
Iraqi people. In many places, especially those 
targeted by the te rrorists and Saddamists, the 
most urgent needs were smaller, localized 
projects, such as sewer lines and city roads. 
Delivering visible progress to the Iraqi peo- 
ple required us to focus on projects that 
could be completed rapidly. 

And so in consultation with the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment, we started using more resources to 
fund smaller, local projects that could deliver 
rapid, noticeable improvements and offer an 
alternative to the destructive vision of the ter- 
rorists. We increased the amount of money 
our military commanders had at their dis- 
posal for flexible use. We worked with Lraqi 
leaders to provide more contracts directly to 
Iraqi firms. And by adapting our reconstruc- 
tion efforts to meet needs on the ground, 
we're helping Iraqi leaders serve their peo- 
ple, and Iraqis are beginning to see that a 
free life will be a better life. 

Reconstruction has not always gone as well 
as we had hoped, primarily because of the 
security challenges on the ground. Rebuild- 
ing a nation devastated by a dictator is a large 
undertaking. It’s even harder when terrorists 
are trying to blow up that which the Iraqis 
are trying to build. The terrorists and 
Saddamists have been able to slow progress, 
but they haven't been able to stop it. 

In the space of 24 years, we have helped 
Iraqis conduct nearly 3,000 renovation 
projects at schools, train more than 30,000 
teachers, distribute more than 8 million text- 
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books, rebuild irrigation infrastructure to 
help more than 400,000 rural Iraqis, and im- 
prove drinking water for more than 3 million 
people. 

Our coalition has helped Iraqis introduce 
a new currency, reopen their stock exchange, 
extend $21 million in microcredit and small- 
business loans to Iraqi entrepreneurs. As a 
result of these efforts and Iraq’s newfound 
freedom, more than 30,000 new Iraqi busi- 
nesses have registered since liberation. And 
according to a recent survey, more than 
three-quarters of Iraqi businessowners an- 
ticipate growth in the national economy over 
the next 2 years. 

This economic development and growth 
will be really important to addressing the 
high unemployment rate across parts of that 
country. Iraq’s market-based reforms are 
gradually returning the proud country to the 
global economy. Iraqis have negotiated sig- 
nificant debt relief. And for the first time in 
25 years, Iraq has completed an economic 
report card with the International Monetary 
Fund, a signal to the world financial commu- 
nity that Iraqis are serious about reform and 
determined to take their rightful place in the 
world economy. 

With all these improvements, we're help- 
ing the Iraqi Government deliver meaningful 
change for the Iraqi people. This is another 
important blow against the Saddamists and 
the terrorists. Iraqis who were disillusioned 
with their situation are beginning to see a 
hopeful future for their country. Many who 
once questioned democracy are coming off 
the fence; they're choosing the side of free- 
dom. This is quiet, steady progress. It doesn’t 
always make the headlines in the evening 
news. But it’s real, and it’s important, and 
it is unmistakable to those who see it close 
up. 

One of those who has seen that progress 
is Democratic Senator Joe Lieberman. Sen- 
ator Lieberman has traveled to Iraq 4 times 
in the past 17 months, and the article he 
wrote when he returned from his most recent 
trip provides a clear description of the situa- 
tion on the ground. Here’s what Senator 
Lieberman wrote about the Iraq he saw: 
“Progress is visible and practical. There are 
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many more cars on the streets, satellite tele- 
vision dishes on the roofs, and literally mil- 
lions more cell phones in Iraq hands than 
before.” He describes an Iraqi poll showing 
that, “two-thirds of Ir: aqis say they are be tter r 
off than they were under Saddam Hussein. 

“Does Amer- 
ica have a good plan for doing this, a strategy 
for victory in Iraq? Yes, we do. And it’s im- 
portant to make clear to the American people 
that the plan has not remained stubbornly 
still, but has changed over the years.” The 
Senator says that mistakes have been made. 
But he goes on to say that he is worried about 
a bigger mistake. He writes, “What a colossal 
mistake it would be for America’s bipartisan 
political leadership to choose this moment 
in history to lose its will and, in the 
phrase, to seize defeat from the jaws of the 
coming victory.” Senator Lieberman is right 

There is an important debate going on in 
our Nation’s Capital about Iraq, and the fact 
that we can debate these issues openly in the 
midst of a dangerous war brings credit to our 
democracy. In this debate, some are calling 
for us to withdraw from Irag on a fixed time- 
table, without regard to conditions on the 
ground. Recently, Democratic leader 
came out in support of an artificial deadline 
for withdrawal and said an immediate with- 
drawal of our troops would, “make the Amer- 
ican people safer, our military stronge r, and 
bring some stability to the region.” That's the 
wrong policy for our Government. With- 
drawing on an artificial deadline would en- 
danger the American people, would harm 
our military, and make the Middle 
stable. It would give the terrorists exactly 
what they want. 

In a letter to the terrorist leader Zarqawi, 
the Al Qaida leader Zawahiri has outlined his 
goals in Iraq with these steps: “Expel the 
Americans from Iraq; establish an Islamic au- 
thority over as much territory as you can, to 
spread its power in Iraq; extend the jihad 
wave.” The terrorists hope America will with- 
draw before the job is done, so they can take 
over the country and turn it into a base for 
future attacks. Zawahiri called the Vietnam 
war as a reason to believe the terrorists can 
prevail. He wrote, quote, “The aftermath of 
the collapse of American power in Vietnam 
and how they ran and left their agents is 


Senator Lieberman goes on, 


famous 


one 


East less 
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noteworthy.” In the past, Al Qaida has said 
that American pullouts from Lebanon and 
Somalia showed them that America was weak 
and could be made to run. And now the ter- 
rorists think they can make America run in 
Iraq, and that is not going to happen so long 
as I'm the Commander in Chief. 

We not going to yield the future of 
Iraq to men like Zarqawi, and we're not going 
to yield the future of the Middle East to men 
like bin Laden. We will complete our mission 
in Iraq and leave behind a democracy that 
can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself. Our military will continue hunt 
down the terrorists in Iraq and to prepare 
the Iraqi security forces to take over more 
of the fight and control more of the territory 
on their own. We will continue to help the 
Iraqis rebuild their cities and their lives so 
they can enjoy the prosperity that freedom 
brings. We will continue to stand with the 
Iraqi people as they move forward on the 
path of democracy. And when victory is 
achieved, our troops will then come home 
with the honor they've earned. 

Next week, I'll discuss the political ele- 
ment of our strategy in greater detail, how 
we're helping Iraqis build a democracy that 
will be a strong ally in this global war a 


are 


gainst 
the terrorists. One of the great lessons of his- 
tory is that free societies are peaceful soci- 
eties, and free nations give their citizens a 
path to resolve their differences peacefully 
through the democratic process. 

Democracy can be difficult and com- 
plicated and even chaotic. It can take years 
of hard work to build a healthy civil society. 
Iragis have to overcome many challenges, in- 
cluding longstanding ethnic and _ religious 
tensions and the legacy of brutal repression. 
But they're learning that democracy is the 
only way to build a just and peaceful society, 
because it’s the only system that gives every 
citizen a voice in determining its future 

Before our mission in Iraq is accom- 
plishe -d, there will be tough days ahead. Vic- 
tory in Iraq will require continued sacrifice 
by our men and women in uniform and the 
continued determination of our citizens. 
There will be good days, and there will be 
bad days in this war. I reject the pessimists 
in Washington who say, “We can’t win this 


war.” Yet every day, we can be confident of 
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because we know that freedom 
has got the power to overcome terror and 
tyranny. We can be confident about the out- 
come, because we know the character and 
strength of the men and women in the fight. 
Their courage makes all Americans proud. 

This generation of 


the outcome, 


Americans in uniform 
is every bit as brave and determined as the 
generation that went to war after the attack 
on our Nation 64 years ago today. 
who came before, 
gerous enemy, 


Like those 
they are defeating a dan- 
bringing freedom to millions, 
and transforming a troubled part of the 
world. And like those who came before, they 
will always have the gratitude of the Amer- 
ican pet yple. 

Our Nation will uphold the cause for 
which our men and women in uniform are 
risking their lives. We will continue to hunt 
down the terrorists wherever they hide. We 
will help the Iraqi people so they can build 
a free society in the heart of a troubled re- 
gion. And by laying the foundations of free- 
dom in Iraq and across the broader Middle 
East, we will lay the foundation of peace for 
generations to come 

Thanks for giving me a chance to come 
and speak to you today. May God continue 
to bless our country. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at the 
Omni Shoreham Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Richard N. Haass, president and Nancy 
E. Roman, vice president and director, Council 
on Foreign Relations: former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization; Asaad Abu 
Gelal of Najaf Province, Lraq; senior Al Qaida as- 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and Ayman Al- 
Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad 
and senior The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks 


Gov 
sociate 


Al Qaida associate 


Statement on Death of Carroll 
Campbell 
December 7, 2005 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
loss of Governor Carroll Campbell. Carroll 
Campbell was a strong leader, a committed 
public servant, and a good friend. For more 
than two decades, he represented the people 
of South Carolina as a State legislator, Mem- 
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and Governor. He 
for the State he loved and 
was known for his integrity and character. 
We join South Americans 
around the Nation in mourning the passing 
of Carroll Campbell, and we send our 
thoughts and prayers to Iris and the entire 
Campbell family. 


ber of Congress, was a 


tireless advocate 


Carolinians and 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Consolidated Report 
on the Deployment of United States 
Combat-Equipped Armed Forces 
December id 2005 


Dear Mr. Speaker: Dear Mr. President 

I am providing this supplemental consoli- 
dated report, prepared by my Administration 
and = with the War Powers Resolu- 
tion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my ef- 
forts to wa the Congress informed about 
deployments of U.S. combat-equipped 
armed forces around the world. This supple- 
mental re port covers operations in support 
of the war on terror, 
Herzegovina. 


Kosovo, and Bosnia and 


The War on Terror 


Since September 24, 2001, I have re- 
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-40 
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com- 
bat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters, 
which began on October 7, 2001, and the 


deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat-support forces to a number of loca- 


Central, Pacific, and Southern 
Command areas of operation in support of 
those operations and of other operations in 
our war on terror 

I will direct 
essary 


tions in the 


additional measures as nec- 
in the of the right of the 
United States to self-defense and to protect 
U.S. citizens and interests. 
may include 


exercise 


Such measures 
short-notice deployments of 
speciz al operations and other forces for sen- 
sitive operations in various locations through- 
out the world. It is not possible to know at 
this time either the precise scope or duration 
of the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces 
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to 
the United States. 
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United States Armed Forces, with the as 
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con- 
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue 
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support 
to al-Qaida. These operations have been suc- 
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qaida’s 
training capabilities. United States Armed 
Forces, with the assistance of numerous coa 
lition partners, ended the Taliban regime and 
are actively pursuing and engaging remnant 
al-Qaida and Taliban fighters in Afghanistan 
Approximately 280 U.S. personnel are also 
assigned to the International Security Assist- 
ance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The U.N 
Security Council authorized the ISAF in 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 of 
December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its 
authorization since that time, most recently, 
for a 12-month period from October 13, 
2005, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1623 of September 13, 2005. The mission of 
the ISAF under NATO command is to assist 
the Government of Afghanistan in creating 
a safe and secure environment that allows 
reconstruction and the reestablishment of 
Afghan authorities. Currently, all 26 NATO 
nations contribute to the ISAF. Ten non 
NATO contributing countries also participate 
by providing military and other support per 
sonnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain sev- 
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters 
who are believed to pose a continuing threat 
to the United States and its interests. The 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area 
of operations since January 2002 continue to 
conduct secure detention operations for the 
approximately 500 
Guantanamo Bay 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004. In 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1637 of 
November 8, 2005, the Security Council 
noting the Lraqi Government's request to re- 
tain the presence of the MNF, extended the 
MNF mandate for a period ending on De- 
cember 31, 2006. Under Resolutions 1546 


enemy combatants at 


Resolution 


Dec 9 


and 1637, the mission of the MNF is to con- 
tribute to security and stability in Iraq, as 
reconstruction continues, until the comple- 
tion of Iraq’s political transformation. These 
contributions have included assisting in 
building the capability of the Lraqi security 
forces and institutions, as the Iraqi people, 
represented by the Transitional National As- 
sembly, drafted and approved a constitution 
and progressed toward the establishment of 
a constitutionally elected government. The 
U.S. contribution to the MNF is approxi- 
mately 160,000 military personnel. 

In furtherance of our efforts against terror- 
ists who pose a continuing and imminent 
threat to the United States, our friends and 
and our forces abroad, the United 
States continues to work with friends and al- 
lies in areas around the globe. United States 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
are located in the Horn of Africa region, and 


allies, 


the U.S. forces headquarters element in 
Djibouti provides command and control sup- 
port as necessary for military operations 
against al-Qaida and other international ter- 
rorists in the Horn of Africa region, including 
Yemen. These forces also assist in enhancing 
counter terrorism capabilities in Kenya, Ethi- 
opia, Yemen, and Djibouti. In addition, the 
United States continues to conduct maritime 
interception operations on the high seas in 
the areas of responsibility of all of the geo- 
graphic combatant commanders. These mari- 
time operations have the responsibility to 
stop the movement, arming, or financing of 
international terrorists. 


Nato-led Kosovo Force (KFOR) 

As noted in previous reports regarding 
U.S. contributions in support of peace- 
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security 
Council authorized Member States to estab- 
lish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mission of 


KFOR is to provide an international security 


presence in order to deter renewed hos- 
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the 
terms of the Military Technical Agreement 
between NATO and the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (which is now Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro): enforce the terms of the Under- 
taking on Demilitarization and _ Trans- 
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation 
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Army; provide day-to-day operational direc- 
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and 
maintain a safe and secure environment to 
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad- 
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UN MIK). 

Currently, there are 25 NATO nations 
contributing to KFOR. Eleven non-NATO 
contributing countries also participate by 
providing military personnel and other sup- 
port personnel to KFOR. The U.S. contribu- 
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 1,700 U.S. 
military personnel, or approximately 10 per- 
cent of KFOR’s total strength of approxi- 
mately 17,000 personnel. Additionally, U.S. 
military personnel occasionally operate from 
Macedonia, Albania, and Greece in support 
of KFOR operations. 

The U.S. forces have been assigned to a 
sector principally centered around Gnjilane 
in the eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. 
KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, main- 
taining a safe and secure environment re- 
mains the primary military task. The KFOR 
operates under NATO command and control 
and rules of engagement. The KFOR coordi- 
nates with and supports the UNMIK at most 
levels; provides a security presence in towns, 
villages, and the countryside; and organizes 
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro- 
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis- 
putes, and help instill in the community a 
feeling of confidence. 

In accordance with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244, UNMIK continues to trans- 
fer additional competencies to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, 
which includes the President, Prime Min- 
ister, multiple ministries, and the Kosovo As- 
sembly. The UNMIK retains ultimate au- 
thority in some sensitive areas such as police, 
justice, and ethnic minority affairs. 

NATO continues formally to 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These 
reviews provide a basis for assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc- 
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with- 
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans. 
The UNMIK international police and the 
Kosovo Police Service (KPS) full re- 
sponsibility for public safety and _ policing 
throughout Kosovo except in the area of 


review 


have 
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South Mitrovica, where KFOR and UNMIK 
share this responsibility due to security con- 
cerns. The UNMIK international police and 
KPS also have begun to assume responsibility 
for guarding patrimonial sites and established 
border-crossing checkpoints. The KFOR 
augments security in particularly sensitive 
areas or in response to particular threats as 
needed. 


NATO Headquarters in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Pursuant to the June 2004 decision made 
by NATO Heads of State and Government, 
and in accordance with U.N. Sequel Coun- 
cil Resolution 1575 of November 22, 2004, 
NATO concluded its Schitication ¥ Force op- 
erations in Bosnia-Herzegovina and estab- 
lished NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo to con- 
tinue to assist in implementing the Peace 
Agreement in conjunction with a newly es- 
tablished Force. The NATO 
Headquarters-Sarajevo, to which — 
mately 220 U.S. personnel are assigned, 
with the E suropean Force, the legal successor 
to SFOR. The principal tasks of NATO 
Headquarters-Sarajevo are providing advice 


European 


on defense reform and performing oper- 
ational supporting tasks, such as 
counterterrorism and supporting the Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal for the 
Yugoslavia. 


I have directed the participation of U.S. 


Former 


Armed Forces in all of these operations pur- 
suant to my constitutional authority to con- 


Com- 

Offi- 

Administration and I commu- 

nicate re oul: arly with the leadership and other 

Members of € ongress with regard to these 

deployments, and we will continue to do so. 
Sincerely, 


duct U.S. foreign relations and as 
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. 
cials of my 


George W. Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on December 9. 
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Remarks at a Reception for 
Senatorial Candidate Mark Kennedy 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

December 9, 2005 


Thanks for coming. Thank you all. I appre- 
ciate the warm reception. [Laughter] This is 
a Senator Kennedy I can work with. I have 
come because I know Mark, and I know he 
is going to make a great United States Sen- 
ator for the people of Minnesota. 

He’s a down-to-earth fellow. After all, he 
was raised rural Minnesota. He brings 
commonsense values to Washington, DC. 
He’s not of these kind of fancy guys; 
he’s a guy that gets the job done. He focuses 
on results. He works on behalf of the people. 
He'll make a great United States Senator 
from Minnesota. 

Laura sends her love. Mark and I both 
married above ourselves. [Laughter] I'm 
proud to be up here with Debbie Kennedy 
as well. I met the—Sarah—the Kennedy 
family, if you don’t know it, is quite large. 
[Laughter| If they all vote—|laughter|—it’s 


one 


a landslide. [Laughter] But Laura sends her 


very best. 

One of the important things about running 
for office is to have a family that stands with 
you. It can be a little lonely out there at 
times. But there’s nothing better than com- 
ing home to a great wife, and in Mark’s case, 
and a family that dearly loves him. One rea- 
son to send Mark Kennedy to the United 
States Senate is, he understands the impor- 
tance of family in our society today. 

I want to thank the Governor of your great 
state, Tim Pawlenty, for being here. He's 
fine man and doing a great job as Governor. 
I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor 
who is here. I want to thank all the State 
and local officials. 

I want to thank my friend Norm Coleman. 
Congressman Jim Ramstad is with us today 
Jim, I appreciate you coming—newlywed, I 
might add. Mark and I flew over with Con- 
gressman John Kline. You talk about a patriot 
and a good man who needs to be reelected 
to the United States Congress. 

I want to thank a longtime family friend 
of ours, Rudy Boschwitz for his great leader- 
ship. I appreciate the Boschwitz family for 
being here. All the Boschwitz boys. [Laugh- 
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ter) And they didn’t ask for any advice, but 
I gave it, and I said, “Listen to your mother.” 
[Laughter] Mark, you need to be listening 
to yours too. [Laughter] 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists. 
Thank you all for coming. Here’s the deal. 
It’s important to contribute like you have. 
But your contributions are going to be need- 
ed to win this campaign, and these are con- 
tributions of talking to your neighbors, going 
to your community centers and houses of 
worship and places you work, and telling peo- 
ple that when you've got somebody who’s 
honest and decent like Mark Kenne dy, they 
need to send him to the United States Senate 
for the good of all people of Minnesota. 

So I want to thank you for what you have 
done for this good man and what you're 
going to do. I know he’s going to work hard. 
He was just telling me today how many pa- 
rades he’s marched in. [Laughter] That’s a 
lot, by the way. [Laughter] Showed me that 
old football schedules that he passes out. 
[Laughter] He’s a grassroots-type fellow, gets 
down to where the people are. He tells them 
what’s on his mind, and when he says some- 
thing, he does it. And that’s the kind of peo- 
ple we need in Washington, DC. 

I also look forward to working with Mark. 
We're facing—we’re living in historic times. 
These are dangerous times, and they're times 
of great opportunity. And I'm looking for- 
ward to working with — Mark Kennedy 
to secure this country, to do our duty in 
Washington, DC, and i. everything we can 
to protect the pe ople. 

Our lives and the life of our Nation 
changed on September the 11th, 2001, and 
we must never forget the lessons of that day. 
We must deal with threats before they fully 
materialize. There’s an enemy—|[applause]. 
We have got to see the world the way it is, 
not the way we'd like it to be. There is an 
enemy which hates America. They hate us 
because we stand for what they don’t believe 
in. We believe in freedom. We believe in the 
freedom for people to worship any way they 
want in the United States of America. We 
believe that people can speak their mind 
freely. We believe that people can write their 
editorials the way they want to write them. 
We believe in freedom, and we're not going 
to change. 
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an enemy that has got an ide- 
ology and a strategy and a tactical plan to 


And we face 


achieve their strategy These people have hi- 
jacked a great religion and turned it to their 
they think to 
spread a totalitarian empire from Indonesia 
How do I know? Because they've 
They've told us pointblank what 
they're looking for. They're trying to drive 
the United States out of the Middle 
the *y can take over other countries to spreé ad 
their dark view of the 


advantage They re trying 
to Spain 
told us 
East so 
world. They want sate 
haven from which to launch attacks 

Think Afghanistan. They had 
achieved their objective for a short period 
of time. They had taken over Afghanistan so 
thev could plot and plan their attacks, one 
of which was the September the 11th attack 
I told the world—and I meant it, “If you har- 
bor a terrorist you re equi ally ; is guilty as - 


about 


terrorist.” Our troops liberated the pe ople o O 
Afghanistan and routed the Taliban. And “ae it 
part of the world is better off, and our coun- 
try is more secure because 
taken hold in Afghanistan 
The it abundantly clear 
that [rag is a central front in their war against 
humanity. That’s what they've said. And our 
Nation must understand that Iraq is the cen- 
tral front in the against the 
And that’s why we have 


democracy has 


enemy has made 


war terrorists. 
' we're there for one 
reason, and that is to achieve to 
make America more secure. 
We took the threat seriously 
moved that threat. And now our strategy is 
twofold. On the one hand, \ » he ‘Iping the 
brave Iraqis establish a democracy. Any way 
you look at it, these people that lived under 
the brutal thumb of a tyrant have 
credible They had January elec- 
tions. They approved a Constitution. And 
next week, voting for a 4-year Gov- 


ernment. Democracy is making progress be- 


a victory, 


and we re- 


made in- 


progress. 
the y re 
cause of the courage of the [raqi people. 


And the second prong of our strategy is 
to train Iraqis so they can take the fight to 


the enemy, so they can bring people to jus- 
tice 
well 


And we're making progress there as 
it’s been uneven at times. 
But it’s important for you to know that the 
Iraqis want to secure their democr: ICY, 
democracy helps make this 
peaceful. 


Of course 


and 


world more 
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Now, there’s a debate 
ington, DC. There are some who are arguing 
for a fixed timetable of withdrawal. I think 
it’s the wrong policy, and so does Mark Ken- 
nedy. A fixed timetable of withdrawal would 
embolden the the 
would send the wrong signal to 


The 


raging in Wash- 


enemy, would confuse 


Iraqis, and 
our young men and women in uniform 
United States of America 

We got a strategy victory, and 
we'll see that strategy through. We will defeat 
the terrorists in Iraq. We will not let Al Qaida 
take geta stronghold in Iraq 
W e'll help this ( ountry develop a democracy, 


-(applause 


have for 


a stronghold 


which will send a powerful signal to people 
in Damascus and Tehran. 

Our short-term objective is to stay on the 
hunt and bring the killers to justice before 
they hurt us again. I'd rather be 
than facing them here at home. 
And our long-term objective is to spread the 


defeating 
them there 


power of democracy and freedom. 
You know, I recently went to the 

as you may know, 

Prime 


Far East, 
and visited with my friend 
Minister Koizumi of Japan. He’s a 
good fellow It struck 
me then, like it has in previous times, about 
how in a that the son of 
an 18-year-old N; wv) fighter pilot who fought 
the Japane se is now talking peace with the 
country that sworn 
about that for Sixty 
a lot of folks, a lot of your relatives 
signed up to fight an enemy that attacked 
By the way, we lost more people on Sep- 
the llth than we Pear] 
was bombed. And a lot of people 
and there was a lot of death 
And yet, 60 years later 
a long time 
but it’s really 
march of 
Minister Koizumi 
keep the peace. So something happened be- 
tween the that my dad and your rel- 
atives signed up in World War II, and I'm 
talking peace with Koizumi. And what hap- 
pened was, Japan became a democracy. 
These are historic times. We have an obli- 
gation and a duty to protect the 
people. And we'll do just that. 
Mark Kennedy 
States Senate 


and he’s a good friend. 


ironic it is way, 


of a 
Think 


years ago 


le ader Was our 


enemy. a minute 


us. 
tember did when 
Harbor 
went and fought 
and destruction 
which seems like 
59—|laughter 
long in the 
with Prime 


when you re 
all that 
talking 


about how to 


not 


history I'm 


time 


American 
That’s why 
in the United 
And we have an opportunity 


needs to be 
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and we have an historic opportunity to lay 
the foundation of peace for generations to 
come. I’m absolutely convinced that some 


day, 50 or 60 vears from now. an American 


President will be speaking to an audience 
saying, “Thank goodness a generation of 
Americans rose to the challenge and helped 
people be liberated from tyranny. Democ 
racy spread, and the world is more peaceful 
for it.’ 

And there’s no doubt in my mind Mark 
Kennedy understands the stakes and shares 
the vision for laying that foundation for 
peace. He needs to be a United States Sen 
ator from the State of Minnesota. 

I've enjoyed working with Mark Kennedy 
on economic matters. We share a philosophy 
that Says this: The role of Government is not 
to create wealth: the rol 
to create an environment in which the entre 


ot Government is 


preneurial spirit is strong in America 

We've been through some tough times in 
this country. As you might recall, we had a 
recession, some corporate scandals, an attack 
And 
yet the third quarter growth in 2005 was 4.3 


on our country, a war, major hurricanes 


percent. We've added 4.5 million jobs sincé 
May of 2003. The unemployment rate in 
Minnesota is 3.7 percent The unemploy 
> percent. Home 


ownership is at an alltime high. More minori 


ment rate nationally is 
ties OWT] a home than evel before Im oul Na 


tion’s history. This economy is strong 
it’s going to be 

And one r 
the 


somebody has 


stronger 
cut 


ason its strong is we 


taxes on understand 


pe ople We 


when got more mone\ 
spe nd or save, this economy is going to grov 
And Mark Kennedy He 


also understands that we certainty 
in the Tax ( ode. We 


understands that 
| 


must have 
need to make the tax 
cuts we passed permanent. By the way, when 
you hear somebody say, “Don’t make the tax 


Washington, D¢ 


that’s 
‘We're going to raise your 
Laughter| That’s what that is 


And the other thing we’ve done is, we've 


cuts permanent 
code for saving, 


taxes. 


worked hard to make sure that we’ve been 
wise about how we spend your money. Each 
year we've cut the rate of growth of nonsecu 
rity discretionary spending. I'm hoping to 
sign a series of appropriation bills that will 


actually have negative growth in nondis 


— 
i 


in discretionary 
spending, the first time since Ronald Reagan 
was the President. Mark Kennedy is a fiscal 
conservative. He is a CPA. It seems like to 
me we got enough lawyers in the United 
States Senate: why shouldn’t we have a CPA 
in the United States Senate? 

I want to talk about a couple of more 


cretionary nonsecurity 


issues. We got a farm bill coming up. This 
is an important farm State. It seems like to 
me you want to have a United States Senator 
who can come in the Oval Office and talk 
to the President about Minnesota farmers 
We passed a good farm bill. I want to thank 
Mark for working on it. And in that farm 
bill was not only a safety net for our farmers 
but a commitment to open up markets for 
Here’s what I think. | 
think if you’re good at something, like the 
Minnesota 


Minnesota tarmers 


farmers are, they ought to be 
given opportunity to sell product all across 
the world 

In the farm bill, there was a strong con- 
servation title called the CRP program. It’s 
good for Minnesota ranchers and farmers. If 
you re interested in a strong ag economy like 
we got today, if you’re a Minnesota farmer 
there’s only one man suited to be the United 
States Senator in this race, and that’s Mark 
Kennedy. 

Health care is 


patients 


an issue. It’s an issue tor 


for docs. It’s an issue 


We 


something about it. There’s a philosophical 


it’s an issue 
for small-business owners intend to do 
divide howevet and there will be one 1n this 
There who believe that the 
Government ought to be making all the deci- 
And there’s people like Mark and | 


who believe that the best decisionmaking in 


race ire some 


SIONS 


health care is between the patient and the 


doctor. And that’s why we strongly support 


health savings accounts associated health 
plans for small businesses, community health 
centers, a reformed Medicare program 

But I want to talk about one other issue 
in health care 


and available health care if your doctors are 


You cannot have affordable 


getting sued all the time. We got a problem 
in this country. We got too many docs being 
run out of the practice of medicine because 
of these junk lawsuits. And you're paying for 
it twice. You're paying for it as a result of 
higher doctor bills when you go to the office, 
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and you're paying for it through higher—be- 
cause the Federal Government has got a 
huge, huge share of health care spending. 

See, when I first went to Washington, I 
said, “Well, this is a local issue. The Gov- 
ernors can take care of it.” But then I real- 
ized all these frivolous lawsuits and the de- 
fensive practice of medicine and the increase 
of premiums for docs are costing us billions 
of dollars a year at the Federal 
through Medicaid, Medicare, and veterans 
spending, for example. So medical liability 
is a national problem that requires a national 
solution. And I look forward to working with 
United States Senator Mark Kennedy to 
make sure health care is available and afford- 
able for Minnesota patients 

There are three branches of Government, 
as you know. Well, some of them back there 
think there’s four branches. [Laughter] The 
Constitution recognizes three branches. 
[Laughter| I'm proudly part of the executive 
branch. You'll be proudly part of the—he is 
a part of the legislative branch. And we've 
got to make sure that the judiciary—judicial 
branch of Government functions the way the 
framers of Constitution wanted it to 
function, and that is to have people who serve 
on our bench who are not going to try to 
legislate but who will strictly interpret the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 

I look forward to working with the United 
States Senator Mark Kennedy, who will make 
sure that the judges I name, those strict con- 
structionists, those who will not try to legis- 


our 


late from the bench, are given an up-or-down 


vote on the floor of the United States Senate 
and confirmed—judges like John Roberts 
and Judge Sam Alito. 

So I've come to thank you for supporting 
a good man. I’ve come to lay out my opinion, 
and that is, he’s the right person for the job. 
He thinks right. He acts right. He’s not one 
of these kind of politicians that takes a poll 
and then tries to figure out what to believe. 
We got too many of those in Washington, 


DC. We need straight shooters, people of 


principle, and people who care deeply about 
the State of Minnesota. And that person is 
Mark Kennedy. 

Thanks for coming, and God bless. 


Dec. 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 


NorTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. at the 
Hilton Minneapolis Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Senatorial candidate Kennedy's wife, 
Debbie, and his daughter, Sarah; Gov. Timothy 
Pawlenty and Lt. Gov. Carol Molnau of Min- 
nesota; Rudy Boschwitz, head of the U.S. delega- 
tion to the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights; former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan. 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





December 3 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Camp David, MD. 


December 4 


In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the Kennedy Center Honors 
Gala at the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. 


December 5 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to 
Greensboro, NC, where, upon arrival, he 
greeted USA Freedom Corps volunteer Win- 
field Rose. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Kernersville, NC, where he participated in 
a tour of the John Deere-Hitachi Construc- 
tion Machinery Corp. excavator assembly 
line. Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 


December 6 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing followed by a hurricane 
briefing. Later, in the Yellow Oval Room, he 
and Mrs. Bush participated in an interview 
and photo shoot with People magazine. 
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In the afternoon, at the historic Evermay 
house, the President attended a Republican 
National Commitee luncheon. Later, in the 
Roosevelt Room, he met with Jewish edu 
cators. 

The White that the 


House announced 


President will welcome Prime Minister Guy 
Verhofstadt of Belgium to the White House 
on January 17, 2006. 

The White House announced that the Jan- 
uary 11, 2006, visit of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany to the White House has 
been rescheduled for January 13 


December 7 


In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil to discuss the 
upcoming World Trade Organization min- 
isterial conference in Hong Kong. Later, he 
had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he 
participated in a photo opportunity with 
White House interns. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Residence, 
the President met with congressional leaders 
to discuss legislative priorities. 

In the evening, the President hosted a hol 
iday reception at the White House. 


December 8 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office 
he met with Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel 
of Austria. Then, in the Roosevelt Room, he 
participated in a briefing with Republican 
Members of (¢ longress on the war on terror 
on the State Floor, the 
President hosted a holiday reception for 
White House staff. 

In the evening, on the State Floor, the 
President hosted another holiday reception 


for White House staff. 


In the afternoon 


December 9 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. He then 
participated in a photo opportunity with 
Make-a-Wish-Foundation children. 

Later in the morning, the President tray 
eled to Minneapolis, MN, where, upon ar- 
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rival, he greeted USA Freedom Corps volun- 
teer Nancy Sager. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President hosted a hol- 
iday reception 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by a severe fall storm, tidal 
surges, and flooding on September 22-26. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


NOTI 


Senate during the period covered by this issue 


No nominations were submitted to the 
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The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White Hous« 


Announcements 


Released December 5 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Fact sheet: President Bush’s Agenda for Eco- 
nomic Growth 


Fact sheet: Progress on the 9/11 Commission 
Recommendations 

Released December 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Verhofstadt of Belgium 
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Released December 7 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 584, H.R. 680, 
and H.R. 1101 


Fact sheet: Rebuilding Iraq 


Released December 8 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott Met ‘lellan 

Released December 9 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Trent Duffy 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Alaska 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved December 7 


H.R. 584 / Public Law 109-125 
Department of the Interior Volunteer Re- 
cruitment Act of 2005 


H.R. 680 / Public Law 109-126 

To direct the Secretary of the Interior to con- 
vey certain land held in trust for the Paiute 
Indian Tribe of Utah to the ¢ ity of Ric hfield, 
Utah, and for other purposes 


H.R. 1101 / Public Law 109-127 
To revoke a Public Land Order with respect 
to certain lands erroneously included in the 


Cibola National Wildlife Refuge, California 
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